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About the Author

Kelsey A Wilson has been an avid environmentalist for as long as she can remember. Her radical ideas regarding nature 
and mankind are meant to push the boundaries of how we perceive reality. With an educational background in both 
the	liberal	arts	and	science,	as	well	as	more	than	8	years	of	professional	experience	in	the	environmental	field,	Wilson	
attempts to generate new, provocative ideas, while maintaining a grounded view. Currently, she is completing her 
Masters in Landscape Architecture in Environmental Planning at the University of California, Berkeley.  

She has a passion for urban design, biking, permaculture and systems thinking. Her professional goal in life is to 
understand how to design vibrant living spaces helping to create a sense of community, safety, health, and support 
for the arts. She loves to tackle controversial environmental and social issues that spark conversation. Her peers 
encouraged	her	to	pursue	this	paper	as	it	reflected	her	spirited	personality.

Vision Statement

My vision is that communities of people, plants and animals can live in harmony without 
excessive pressures on each. As people are currently the major contributor to environmental 
degradation, it is also our responsibility to engineer solutions to both the issues we have 
created and to anticipate future problems. By creating stringent planning processes humans 
can better establish patterns that work within natural systems instead of against them. I believe 
that the answers we need are simple, exist in nature and are feasible, if we just learn how to 
observe.
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Inspiration

 This project is inspired by Ad Busters, a self-proclaimed group of “artists, writers, musicians, designers, poets, 
philosophers and punks trying to pull off a radical transformation of the current world order”. The group was founded in 
Canada in 1989 after a large logging corporation ran advertisements in favor of clear cutting old growth forests. The founders 
of Ad Busters created the concept of the “uncommercial” and attempted to broadcast advertisements that were against 
the logging industry. Ad Busters began to advocate for changing the way people receive information and created a magazine, 
“uncommercials”, art and writing that expressed the concepts and ideas of anti-consumerism. 

	 Although	not	specifically	focused	on	environmental	issues,	the	groups	work	regarding	the	economy	overlaps	with	
principles	in	the	environmental	field.	The	art	work	tackles	the	concepts	of	greenwashing	and	corporation’s	control	over	the	
flow	of	information	to	consumers.	Non-profits	and	other	groups	that	advocate	for	environmental	and	social	justice	issues	
rarely have the time, money or power to have their message heard with the same force as large corporations. Ad Busters 
attempts to bridge this gap through their poignant, yet powerful messages. 

Concept

 From the readings and discussion in this class, the author has 
come to the conclusion that two of the major contributing factors 
to continued environmental degradation is capitalism as economy 
and the lack of education surrounding environmental issues. Let us 
not forget that there are other economic systems that could be 
implemented. It is our job as environmental stewards and people of 
integrity to demand changes. The status quo cannot be maintained. 
The continued pressure to create and consume has detrimental 
effects on the human psyche, the ecological systems and the 
stability of the human race.

 Capitalism is multifaceted and these writings and analysis 
will focus on the aspect of advertising as a tool of the capitalist 
economic system. Using the tool of advertising to defeat 
consumerism; beat it at its own game by using “environmental 
advertising” as a way to educate people who do not understand the 
real life implications of consumerism. 

Fig.	1	Adbuster’s	“Buy	Nothing	Day”,	in	response	to	Black	Friday.

Introduction
 Our Process of Environmental Planning Class was broken 
into sections that focused on different time periods and themes of 
environmental planning, both nationally and internationally. Readings 
for the class directed our in-class discussions. Seven of my peers, 
along with Amir Gohar, reviewed the readings, discussed their 
relevance to current events as well as relating the themes to our 
own lives and experiences. The countries of Brazil, China, South 
Korea, India, Egypt and the United States were represented in the 
class. This project  provides a brief synopsis of the readings through 
four distinct themes and relates “environmental advertising” to 
each topic. 
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Cities

Pre-Industrial Revolution 

	 During	the	Pre-Industrial	Revolution	environmental	planning	was	focused	on	the	beautification	of	the	land	and	the	re-
production of European gardens in the United States. Plant material was brought over from Europe not necessarily for the 
environmental	benefits,	but	for	the	aesthetic	value.	The	emphasis	on	creating	parks	and	gardens	was	both	for	the	enjoyment	of	
the	elite	and	the	attempted	betterment	of	those	in	lower	economic	status.	There	was	not	an	explicit	focus	on	the	benefits	of	
natural systems and preserving those systems for the inherent natural value.  

 Humphry Repton was known for his emphasis on creating before and after drawings to capture the changes that were 
made	on	the	landscape	site,	which	seemed	to	be	a	new	method	of	documentation	for	this	field.	This	technique	helps	to	solid-
ify the use of scenes and images to help designers and landscape architects to express their ideas and the feeling a space can 
provide. In a ways selling the concept and idea of the garden. 

	 In	my	work	with	the	City	of	Austin’s	Active	Transportation	Division	which	focuses	on	bicycle	and	pedestrian	infrastruc-
ture,  I implemented procedures for the engineers to photograph the streets before and after new infrastructure was estab-
lished. The hope of this new process is that it will help better document the improvements these types of  projects make on 
the community and also to help demonstrate and upcoming public meetings the potential for more improvements. This ties in 
to Carl Steintz’s demand to educate the public on the positive impacts of environmental planning not just for the environment 
but for communities and people alike. 

 As cities deteriorated and the economy and transportation options of urban areas changed during the Industrial Revolu-
tion, environmental planning shifted focus to natural conservation as a method to disrupt ‘ugly’ urban sprawl. There was an em-
phasis	on	creating	“garden	cities”	that	included	green	space,	efficient	transportation	and	thoughtful	planning	techniques.	During	
the 19th century, Warren H. Manning began working with overlaying maps and data using a light table which helped to establish 
a new way of working with maps and designs. 

	 Creating	designs	that	were	specifically	ecologically	focused	came	into	play	during	the	1920’s	as	the	field	became	more	
interdisciplinary and included data and experiences from surveyors, geographers, botanists, etc.  G.E. Hutchings and C.C. Fagg 
emphasized	that	landscapes	are	part	of	a	larger	system	and	cannot	be	designed	in	a	vacuum.	During	this	time	period	landscape	
architecture	became	an	occupation	and	a	field	of	study	in	many	universities,	further	elevating	the	concept	that	landscape	archi-
tecture and environmental planning were fundamental to how land was viewed and planned. 

	 Jack	Dangermond	and	Ian	L.	McHarg’s	work	with	geographical	information	systems	established	the	framework	for	what	
we now know as ArcGIS. The ability to analyze large amounts of data helped to shape our understanding of human and in-
dustrial impact on the environment. States and regions began to understand the importance of planning schemes that were 
encompassing of ecosystems not just single projects or state borders. States began developing wider scope plans, such as the 
California Coastal Commission,  to help comprehend the environmental issues at hand.  

Fig. 2  Humphry Repton’s landscape paintings. Image on right shows layering technique applied.

Fig. 3 ArcGIS mapping utilizes layering techniques to analyze data. 



6

 In the 1980’s the environmental movement began to push for sustainability as a method to better work within the cycles 
of nature. The goal was that planning would focus on equity, economy and ecology in every step of design. In a large part the 
sustainable movement helped to educate the general public about environmental impacts and the degradation of natural re-
sources.  However, the term “sustainable” does not fully encompass the changes that actually need to be made and has become 
green-washed with the power of mass media and corporate funded campaigns.  

 We are now in the post sustainability era of environmental planning as we begin to rectify the inadequacy of sustaining 
our current methods of planning and developing the world around us. As Carl Steintz concluded in his Landscape Planning: A 
History of Influential Ideas, one of our biggest challenges today is educating the public, and I would argue policy makers as well, 
to better understand the issues at hand and the potential solutions that are available. 

 The concept of “environmental advertising” provides an opportunity to  educate the public about issues at hand as well 
as provide a more balanced mainstream view of policy. Especially in our current economic system, it is unrealistic to expect 
nature to have no human interaction or development. Humans are part of nature and we rely on the natural world for food, 
shelter and economy. It is unrealistic to think that we can continue living without having an impact on the land. However, I do 
think that we have the intelligence and resources to live within the land in a manner that is both productive for economy and 
helps to maintain ecological systems.

 Some of the earliest landscape architects such as George Perkins Marsh, John Wesley Powell and Patrick Geddes did 
not even frame their work as environmental planning or ecologically focused, but more considered it common sense to design 
within natural systems instead of against them. Very relevant today is George Perkins Marsh’s comprehension and appreciation 
for	the	Dutch’s	process	on	land	reclamation	and	flooding	control.	Hurricane	Harvey	just	hit	Houston,	Texas	and	caused	massive	
flooding.	Houston	is	notorious	for	it’s	lack	of	zoning	and	runaway	industrial	development	on	floodplains	and	it	is	astonishing	
that back in 1864 Marsh understood the importance of these types of designs and yet 153 years later we keep having these 
same issues. 

Fig. 4  Engage citizens in the public process

Do	people	really	understand	the	importance	of	zoning?	
How can we better educate people about what zoning 
does	and	how	it	protects	people	and	the	environment?		
Can advertising help citizens understand the importance 
of what government and agencies do to help protect 
people?

Fig. 5  An old poltical ad for the mayorial 
election plays on the fears of urbanization. 
Themes that are still present today in 2017.
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 Gifford Pinchot and John Muir had differing opinions on how to use and preserve land. Muir was a preservationist that 
desired land to be left untouched and wild.  Pinchot was a conservationist who thought land should be managed for both eco-
nomic purposes and to maintain a portion as wild. Although Muir was successful at preserving some large tracts of land in the 
United States it is not an overarching policy. Pinchot’s concept of conservation has not really been implemented either. Land 
use policies in the U.S. do not account for maintaining parts of the land in a ‘natural’ state.  It is important that during his time, 
John Muir believed in the concept of untouched land as we would likely not have has many state and national parks that have 
been kept pristine. With the current Trump administration it feels as though many of these protected lands are up for grabs. 
The	proposed	border	wall	between	Mexico	and	the	U.S.	is	slated	to	start	in	the	National	Butterfly	Center	in	Mission,	Texas	
with	other	plans	in	the		Lake	Amistad	National	Recreation	Area	and	Big	Bend	National	Park.	

 John Muir’s concept of preservation by our standards today is too idyllic. Population growth and technological advanc-
es alone have created dramatic pressure on the natural world. Gifford’s conservation method would require strict regulation 
from	all	levels	of	government,	which	most	of	American’s	today	would	consider	as	too	restrictive.	Despite	their	different	views	
on	land	use	both	Muir	and	Gifford	understood	the	scientific	benefit	to	observing,	understanding	and	cataloging	the	ecosystems	
they encountered. They knew that these ecosystems held knowledge that was important and to transfer this knowledge to the 
general public for an enhanced understanding of our natural world was imperative for any chance of these systems being sus-
tained. 

 Still today we echo the past symbols of wealth with our precious green lawns. A trend that started in the 18th century 
to	show	a	landowner’s	ability	to	have	land	that	was	not	in	use	for	food	production.	A	fine	example	of	how	imagery	was	used	to	
portray	aristocracy,	an	early	example	of	advertising.	During	the	landscape	architecture	phases	of	the	Pre-Industrial	Revolution,	
the grand gardens of wealthy estates in Europe were mimicked in the United States to a fault.  When we talk about sustainabil-
ity and question whether it has been a successful segment of the environmental movement, I would argue that the fact that we 
still have green lawns that we have now created ways to “sustainably” maintain, shows how short we have fallen of these goals. 
Although there is a movement towards “regenerative” landscape and farming practices that attempts to re-establish a more 
holistic view of looking at natural systems, the mainstream message of growing green, empty lawns is clear from any Home 
Depot	advertisement.	

 Frederick Olmstead was a social activist and landscape architect who worked closely with John Muir. Olmstead’s view 
of	park	systems	as	not	just	environmentally	important,	but	as	a	societal	benefit	should	inspire	us	today	to	rethink	the	view	of	
environmental	issues.	During	the	sustainable	development	movement	we	have	moved	more	towards	a	complex	understand-
ing of how healthy ecosystems simultaneously support healthy, safe and prosperous communities. Yet, policy and government 
action still wants to divide these issues into fragmented problems that then are served with inadequate solutions. Viewing the 
complexities	of	these	problems	is	overwhelming,	but	so	important	in	finding	solutions	that	address	all	components	of	society,	
health, economy and environment. 

Fig. 6  A conceptual advertisement emphasizing the real “costs” of lawn care. 
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Urban - Rural Continuum 

	 The	urban-	rural	continuum	is	the	concept	that	the	city	and	country	influence	each	other,	and	in	fact	need	each	other	to	
survive. Each sphere lays claim to it’s own culture, demographics, geography and sense of place. Especially in America the push-
pull between the rural agricultural landscape and the city center has played out in dramatic and often unjust ways. Previously 
retail	sales	were	used	as	an	indicator	of	success	in	urban	areas,	a	reflection	that	only	
using	financial	success	as	a	lens	is	incomplete	to	the	reality	and	complexity	of	cities.	
Consumerism and capitalism fueled how cities in the United States were designed 
and built. Change is happening, but it is important to remember how we ended up 
with cities serving industry and economy instead of the people that reside there. 
Using	Chicago	as	an	example,	William	Cronon	in	Nature’s	Metropolis,	unearths	the	
layers of history, uses and cultural associations that create the complexity of the 
urban-rural continuum.

 Chicago started out as a small settlement that was formed by fur-traders, and 
then used as an army fort. Placed between western prairies and oak-hickory forests 
in the east, the city grew from its geographical location next to the Great Lakes 
and	Mississippi.	The	beneficial	geographic	location	was	also	emphasized	because	
of social groups that surrounded the area. The French-Canadians to the north, the 
Potawatomi	Native	Americans	that	called	the	area	their	home,	as	well	as	influence	
from	the	British	and	new	Americans	to	the	east	all	influenced	how	the	city	devel-
oped. 

	 All	over	America	the	cultural	differences	between	how	Europeans	and	Native	
Americans viewed land plays a major basis in how the America we know today was 
developed.	Native	Americans	viewed	land	and	its	resources	as	a	communal	resource	that	was	to	be	used	but	respected.	The	
concept of land ownership and “my property versus yours” did not exist. Europeans and new Americans viewed land as some-
thing to be owned, conquered and utilized, until depleted. I think it is really important for us to remember that this country 
was	founded	on	the	destruction	and	massacre	of	Native	Americans	and	their	way	of	life.	A	cultural	difference	that	is	still	being	
played	out	today	as	I	noted	in	the	previous	response	regarding	the	Dakota	Access	Pipeline	through	Native	American’s	sacred	
land. 

 Transportation was also a huge factor in how the city developed. The building of the canal opened the waterways to in-
creased trade and brought in new residents and Americans began to push west. Once rail was established and Chicago became 
a hub for both trade and industry. The expanse of rail tied hand in hand with increase in factories and industrial production in 
the city. Rail and steamship also allowed for the wealthy to escape the now chaotic and polluted city into the rural areas. 

 Cronon notes that “Cities and towns were the empty vessels within which farmers, workers, merchants, and manufactur-
ers did their business, whether in grain elevators, packing plants or retail stores” (p. 309). This idea of the city as an “empty ves-
sel”	that	is	filled	with	activities	of	creation	and	commerce	displays	the	underlying	feel	of	how	cities	were	viewed,	not	as	a	place	
to live or thrive, but of a space that was created and rearranged for the sole purpose of economy. This view of city centers 
perpetuated the need for the rural outskirts to be used for agriculture and preserved as a place of leisure and escape from the 
city.  

Fig. 6  United States is stolen land.

Fig. 7 Cities rely on tourism to increase revenue for funding 
basic infrastrucutre needs. If cities are using advertisements to 
promote the city and generate revenue why can’t environmental 
movements use advertising to expand the reach of their message 
and	cause?
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	 Throughout	its	life	cycle	Chicago	has	ebbed	and	flowed	along	the	city-county	continuum.	Modern	day	downtown	Chica-
go now boasts a lively art scene, a wide range of museums and a thriving city center. Even though the importance of Chicago as 
a trade city has declined, it has managed to stay relevant in the urban world by adapting to the recent needs of urbanites and 
newer generations who request different values and experiences from places they call home. 

 An interesting way that advertising and cities merge is with tourism. Cities have to make themselves attractive as a way 
to bring in money and jobs. Even though a city is a form of organized government, in this manner it acts similar to a private 
corporation	and	must	sell	itself	as	an	attraction.	Capitalism	requires	that	there	is	a	constant	flow	of	goods	and	services,	money	
changing hands, however this creates an imbalance in the pressures and needs met by social services and government agencies. 

Fig. 8
“ Public planning and management increasingly were perceived as hindrances to prosperity, while the answer appeared to lie 
in openness to market forces” - Mugerauer, 296. 

 Based on Robert Mugerauer’s chapter on tourism within the scope of Architecture and Urban Planning, tourism has 
both	beneficial	and	detrimental	effects	on	city	planning.		There	is	a	fine	balance	that	needs	to	be	maintained	when	cities	are	
building and planning for tourism. Cities must accommodate current residents, attract new residents and visitors. If cities are 
only planned for tourism, the residents, and usually the population that will be working in these tourist areas, are left behind 
and	are	often	pushed	out	of	their	neighborhood.	This	is	somewhat	different	than	gentrification	because	it	is	not	new	residents	
coming	into	the	city,	but	temporary	visitors;	however	the	effects	mimic	gentrification.	With	the	wild	success	of	AirBnB,	which	
allows	people	to	rent	out	a	room	or	their	entire	house	to	visitors,	people	who	live	in	the	area	are	seeing	the	benefit	of	being	
able to make a lot of money quickly and easily. This trend has started to affect housing pricing and has forced cities to rethink 
restrictions and regulations on this “free-market” crowdsourced way to house visitors within a city. 

 Historically, building new infrastructure for tourism has meant creating what Mugerauer calls “tourist enclaves”, areas 
where tourists are purposefully separated from the sometimes unpleasant urban activities of daily life in a city. In the 1980’s 
and 1990’s the push to build large mega-malls on the outskirts of cities that were designed to be a fully inclusive experience 
had interesting effects on both cities and the suburbs. These mega-malls were meant to include shopping, leisure activities, peo-
ple-watching and dining; activities that were previously carried out in city centers. Even though in the 1960’s and 1970’s there 
was a push to revitalize city centers, the draw of the suburbs and the inherent mis-design of the cities that still creates and 
enforces racial and class segregation, has led to the success of this mega-malls. In 2017 strip malls, mega malls and expansive 
activities centers are still being built, while city centers are still struggling to prosper. 

	 Tourism	benefits	cities	by	creating	jobs,	bringing	in	money	and	increasing	capital.	From	a	social	and	cultural	aspect,	tour-
ism	also	helps	to	build	a	city	identity	that	can	be	beneficial	for	tourists	and	city	residents.	The	“marketing	of	cities”	has	definite-
ly become commercialized but I would argue that branding cities and celebrating the important cultural and historical features 
of	a	city	also	strengthens	community.	When	residents	feel	proud	of	the	city	they	live	in,	it	can	foster	beneficial	relationships	and	
safer communities. I also support international tourism because of the cultural exchanges and understandings that occur. Tour-
ism	of	course	has	a	dark	side,	where	people,	culture	and	ecologies	are	exploited	for	pure	profit,	but	tourism	is	not	going	to	
cease and we need to embrace more holistic methods for tourism. 

 Tourism can contribute to the further urbanization of a city. Hotels, restaurants and other infrastructure that is built to 
attract	tourists	is	going	to	increase	the	congestion	of	the	cityscape.	However,	these	financial	and	infrastructural	investments	
can	very	much	benefit	the	residents.	Specifically	building	and	maintaining	well	designed	public	transportation	will	benefit	and	
attract tourists but also allows residents of the city to navigate in their everyday lives. It would be valuable for city planners and 
governments	to	ensure	new	projects	that	are	being	considered	for	increasing	tourism	also	offer	benefits	for	residents;	main-
taining	this	balance	would	create	mutually	beneficial	success	for	both	parties.	
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Urbanization Process 
 
 The process of urbanization has deep effects on the social structure of society as well as increased stress on the natural 
world.  The impact of this type of system is apparent with the rapid deforestation of South America as well as the increase in 
landfills.	The	main	two	factors	that	Tom	Prugh	emphasizes	as	the	major	contributor	to	deforestation	are	rural	migrants	to	cities	
and expansion of cities into forested areas. He explains that rural migration into cities creates behavioral shifts that increase 
consumption. 

	 This	desire	for	a	higher	level	of	lifestyle	is	reflected	globally	as	more	developing	countries	adopt	western	values	and	
consumer behaviors. One of the biggest changes from a rural lifestyle to an urban, is the increase in meat consumption. The 
raising and processing of meat is a huge resource drain and creates numerous environmental issues. The land needed to raise 
the animals as well as the land and resources required to grow crops to feed the animals create pressure on natural resources. 
The slaughtering, processing and transporting of these goods is also very reliant on fossil fuels and consumable materials.  

Fig. 9  The waste created from consumerism must end up 
somewhere. The concept of cradle-to-grave manufacuting 
would require business to incorporate disposal of their 
products in the business plan and the actual cost of the 
item.

 Barbara Torrey points out that it is not just eating more meat, but a general increase in consumption of food, energy and 
durable goods (such as washer/dryer, stove, car, etc) that happens when rural populations migrate to the cities. It could also 
be pointed out that housing in cities are usually constructed to house one or two people, not generations of families that live 
within one household. This would also increase the need for more construction materials and resources to house the urban 
populations.

 Prugh notes that the increase in urban areas encroaches and destroys natural lands.  Cites will continue to grow because 
of the draw of a better life, culture and social networks and the abundance of jobs. However, government and citizens can 
shape	and	influence	the	way	that	cities	are	being	built.	It	was	interesting	that	Prugh	points	out	how	the	Brazilian	government	
openly encouraged the deforestation of the Amazon rainforest to boost economy and capital; it was not just the drive of cities 
growing that contributed to the deforestation.  

 Urbanization factors that the papers did not touch on include the desires of younger 
generations	to	live	a	different		lifestyle	and	cultural	influences.	There	are	benefits	to	living	in	
a city that previous generations considered determinants. Cities are epicenters of diversi-
ty,	entertainment,	food,	and	music.	Younger	generations	are	seeking	lifestyles	that	are	filled	
with experiences, not a house in the suburbs or back in the country. Younger generations are 
waiting to have kids until they are older and are having fewer children which does decrease 
consumption and resources usage. Barbara Torrey noted in her paper that urban fertility rates 
are always lower than rural. Having children is a huge money, material and energy drain on the 
environment and also creates massive amounts of waste. 

 In conjunction with having fewer children some other solutions to the current negative 
effects of urbanization are cultural shifts away from TV, computers, cars and fast food. Icons 
of the American culture that drive the world towards wastefulness and consumerism. Torrey 
notes that many of the environmental problems caused by cities are  not directly related to 
size of the city, but to consumption patterns that are directly related to advertising efforts of 
large corporations. 

Fig. 10  Important to understand the 
true costs of consumerism on the 
entire system.
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 There is also a need to integrate urban farming, urban forests and plan a better mix of urban/rural landscapes. As cities 
grow it is important environmentally and socially to maintain undeveloped  areas of connectivity for nature. In the same sense 
of promoting diversity, Prugh emphasizes the need to create better agricultural systems that include numerous varieties of an-
imals	for	meat	that	are	less	resource	demanding.	Permaculture	and	other	innovative	ways	of	growing	food,	fiber	and	fuel	need	
to be brought into the forefront of our economy. These are methods that are not advertised even as options. We need adver-
tising that shows all methods and choices for living life instead of just gadgets, cars and clothes. 

	 The	economic	and	social	factors	that	influence	spatiality	of	the	inter-urban	network	have	shifted	over	the	last	5o	years.	
The biggest factor that shaped cities in the 1960’s and 1970’s was a combination of economic growth and incentive and the 
force of the “free-market” of the western world. The United States has a government that highly favors capitalism and corpo-
rate control over rules and regulations. Born out of this lack system of rules was the corporation’s ability to dominate national 
and	global	city	structure	through	the	creation	of	office	spaces	and	manufacturing.	This	“formation	of	a	global	urban	hierarchy”	,	
as Keil describes it, then affected the infrastructure of cities and consequently the social fabric.

 The internet was a major factor that shifted the development of global urban networks, especially over the last 20 years. 
Previous theories on economy and cities did not consider the current reality of a global internet fueled macro-economy. Keil 
notes that predictions and policies were built on idea that “national economy as the base container”. Once the internet erupt-
ed full force it became clear that capitalism was better and more powerful on an international scale. 

 The ability to work remotely or internationally, and the easy access of ordering goods from across the globe has changed 
the face of the world and cities. Keil notes that this “diasporic network” has created new patterns of urban growth. He notes 
that this has created a social fabric that only contains corporate elites and unformalized jobs. I would argue that this has also 
created a third sections of jobs based on the service industry, which can be seen as an intermediate type of job. Again it seems 
that government and citizen direction should have a stronger voice in shaping the ability of economy to dictate our lives, cities 
and jobs. 

 Capitalism and consumerism are the biggest factors in creating a world that is detrimental to the environment and cre-
ates social issues. In the younger generations there is a push to move away from traditional farming to move holistic farming 
techniques as well as alternative forms of employment and economy. It is somewhat ironic that these new lifestyles are sup-
ported and fueled by the internet. The globalization of the world has caused a lot of negative issues, but at the same time has 
created opportunities and inspiration for new solutions. Moving forward we need to better understand the complexities of the 
natural	world	and	our	interactions	so	that	our	solutions	are	not	flat	responses	to	a	multi-dimensional	issue.	Imagine	a	world	
where the ads on our buses and billboards discussed actual issues instead of selling the latest fad in designer jeans. 

Fig. 11  Advertisements for products have a theme 
of happiness, increased life experiences and joy. 
If advertisements actually showed the impacts of 
the prodcut being sold it would change the way 
consumers purchase. 
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People
Post Industrial Revolution - Social Movements 

 An important identity of the environmental world is the social groups that form the basis of the movement. New	Social	
Movements framework attempts to identify and categorize the social movements occurring since the mid-1960’s and includes 
Environmental	Movements.	As	NSMs	envelope	EMs	there	are	numerous	similarities	between	the	two.	The	two	movements	are	
defined	by	the	fluctuating	form	expressed	politically	and	within	policy	of	the	group.	It	could	also	be	added		to	Doyle’s	analysis	
that the focus of these groups also morphs and changes. EMs focus is often supported by multifaceted interests and goals. A 
unique factor of EMs is the ability to interconnect different causes such as human rights, ecological issues and preservation of 
culture and history, just to name a few.

 These characteristics of EMs lend success mostly through informal networks and “underground” connections. However, 
NSMs	are	more	likely	to	also	function	within	structured	networks	such	as	churches	or	private	businesses.	EMs	tend	to	encom-
pass	members	from	all	different	networks,	a	collection	of	people	that	defies	social	strata.	EMs	
are usually more diverse within individual countries and at the same time are not restricted by 
political	boundaries.	NSMs	are	usually	formed	within	cultural,	political	and	geographic	limitations	
and their foundations are class-based and unvaried. In today’s world of globalization and almost 
ubiquitous internet access, the ability for any social movement to supersede political boundaries 
and geographical constrictions is readily available. Perhaps the use of the internet has somewhat 
fractured	these	movements	even	smaller	into	hyper-specific	movements	with	a	very	defined	goal.	

	 An	example	of	a	NSMs	that	included	environmental	tones,	but	is	more	classified	as	a	so-
cial movement is the “Occupy Wall Street”, also known as the “99% movement”. This movement 
involved participants from a certain socioeconomic status, but it spanned state lines and included 
people of different races, genders and backgrounds. There were streaks of environmental themes 
in the vision of this movement, but its main focus was income inequality and corporate greed 
within the United States.  

	 “Occupy	Wall	Street”	used	specific	imagery	and	slogans	to	portray	their	ideas.	The	phrase	
“99%” is now well known. The movement used the concepts of advertising to solidify their con-
cepts and brand the movement, an excellent example of how alternative advertising supports 
powerful causes that are anti-capitalist. 

	 The	protest	of	the	Dakota	Access	Pipeline	(DAPL)	to	prevent	an	oil	pipe	from	being	built	
through	Native	American	land	in	both	of	the	Dakotas	is	another	great	example	of	how	“environ-
mental advertising” supports anti-capitalist campaigns. This movement focused around land use issues, oil dependency, clean 
water and culturally sensitive land.  With such a complex agenda there is a great need for a clear advertising platform. As most 
of the movement was “grassroots” and funded by donations of time, labor and food; there was likely little to no money spend 
on advertising or campaign strategy. 

	 Imagine	what	could	be	accomplished	if	the	opponents	of	DAPL	had	the	same	advertising	budget	as	Walt	Disney	Compa-
ny.	In	2014,	Walt	Disney	spent	$2.1	billion	on	advertising	alone.	The	kind	of	media	attention	that	would	have	been	brought	to	
the	DAPL	would	be	astounding.	However,	in	a	capitalist	economy	money	is	what	speaks	and	is	what	is	heard.	Even	though	the	
protesters had a cohesive platform most citizens had neither heard of the movement or fully understood the implications of 
the	pipeline.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	when	DAPL	is	searched	on	Google	the	first	result	is	of	a	page	supporting	the	pipeline	
that	is	paid	for	by	Energy	Transfer	Partners.	This	type	of	first	return	search	result	is	a	product	of	having	time,	money	and	labor	
to dedicate just to advertising.  

Fig. 13 Major corporations have time and money 
to	influence	the	public	on	major	decisons	that	
directly	benefit	the	corporation.	The	Energy	
Transfer Partners even have a page on their 
website for “misconceptions”, where they 
attempt to dismiss any concerns that have been 
raised about the pipeline. Interesting to note 
that they attempt to discredit the protesters by 
labeling them “extremists opposed to any and 
all use of fossil fuels”. 

Fig. 12 Slogans and imagry help to 
unify movements. 
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 The	movement	of	the	DAPL	viewed	through	the	national	
level framework shows that both minority and majority 
worlds collided. The majority world of wealthy oil com-
panies, corrupt politicians and the Trump administration 
make	up	the	aggressors	in	this	battle	for	land.	Native	
Americans, usually of low-economic status and having 
little	political	influence	in	our	national	politics	struggled	to	
protect their land and water access. The movement was 
supported nationally via social media and donations to 
the	camp	have	come	in	from	all	over	the	world.	Despite	
the	pipeline	being	in	a	very	specific	geographical	location,	
concern for the effects of the pipeline exceeded state and 
national boundaries. People of all backgrounds supported 
the movement as many recognized the gross injustices 
that	Native	Americans	have	faced	and	continue	to	endure.	

 This movement straddles many movement types. There 
is	outrage	at	the	clear	usurping	of	Native	American’s	land	
and	thus	it	could	be	classified	as	a	land	use	issue.	As	the	
land	includes	Native	burial	grounds	it	also	contains	an	
element of cultural pride and the potential destruction of 
historically sensitive areas.  There is also the aspect of how 
if the pipeline is built water sources will be contaminated 
from the construction process and there is a high risk of 
the pipe leaking. Another element to this movement is fos-
sil fuel dependency. Our country’s answer to depleting oil 
and international relational tensions leads to the idea that 
creating a pipeline in the United States will solve these 
issues. A more forward thinking approach would be to 

construct	alternative,	renewable	energy	options	with	this	same	money	that	is	being	invested	in	the	pipeline.	This	also	identifies	
the fact that this movement is mostly split along political party lines as well. The Republican Party has shown a growing inter-
est	in	maintaining	obsolete	views	on	coal,	oil	and	gas.	Democrats	tend	to	lean	towards	progressive	policy	that	would	support	
renewable energy sources. 

 On the mirco-level the campaign has mostly been led by the Standing 
Rock Sioux, many other tribes have joined the movement as well as sup-
port from non-native Americans. There is also support from larger envi-
ronmental groups such as  Earthjustice, The Sierra Club, Rainforest Action 
Network	and	350.org.	The	main	slogans	used	in	the	movement	are	“Defend	
the Sacred”, which plays on the cultural aspects of the land, and “Water is 
life”, emphasizing the potential pollution that could occur. The campaign 
had a wide reach but the current Trump administration has approved the 

pipeline to be built. This has not deterred the 
movement and protests continue with hope 
that construction can still be halted.

Fig. 14 In a capitalist economy basic human rights such as clean water, are 
ignored	for	the	sake	of	profit.

Figs. 15 and 16 Protesters unite around simple slogans to emphasize their position on the pipeline.

Fig. 17 Even as far away as Marfa, Texas artwork is found showing opposition to the pipeline. There is a proposed pipeline through Pecos, 
Texas and both groups have found unity and solidarity by using similar slogans and messages to convey their opposition. 
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Social Justice 

	 David	Harvey	is	very	critical	of	capitalism	as	he	understands	how	the	push	and	pull	of	consumerist	economies	creates	
spatial injustice especially in cities. After WWII, Robert Moses adapted the ideas that Georges-Eugène Haussmann had 
applied	to	Paris	to	scale	the	urbanism	of	New	York	City	and	reinvigorate	the	economy.	The	post	war	atmosphere	already	had	
established political repression among dissidents which allowed for Moses’ plan to unfold smoothly. Moses focused on the 
metro	region	of	New	York	City	which	allowed	for	expansion	of	growth	beyond	the	island	of	Manhattan,	linking	the	city	to	the	
areas of Brooklyn and the Bronx laid the platform for his plan. 

	 As	new	highways	and	infrastructure	were	being	built	,	financial	institutions	and	borrowing	schemes	were	being	
reimagined	to	allow	for	this	type	of	“debt-financed	urban	expansion”.	As	Harvey	notes,	this	system	seems	feasible	until	the	
economy collapses; and this type of system can only be deemed as successful when viewed through a very narrow lens of 
who	is	actually	benefiting	from	this	system.	There	was	a	great	and	intentional	divide	on	who	was	allotted	money	and	financing	
to move to the suburbs and purchase houses. Mostly middle and upper class white families were granted this opportunity. 
Discriminatory	and	predatory	lending	practices	still	continue	to	this	day	and	have	contributed	to	the	housing	market	collapse	
numerous times in the United States.

 Capitalization is setup to produce excess surplus of goods, and especially post-war, the push to create markets for 
disposing of this surplus was fabricated through advertisement and cultural shifts to promote consumer lifestyles. This 

influenced	the	planning	and	development	of	urban	and	suburban	areas	as	
the manufacturing and selling of automobiles became deeply entrenched 
in the American social fabric. As Harvey notes these lifestyle advances 
were not provided or allowed for people of colors and especially for 
African-Americans who lived in the city center. Trapped by poverty 
and	the	inability	to	advance	economically	influenced	the	cycle	of	the	
increase of crime and disparity that is still felt in today’s cities. Harvey 
also explained how this movement of the rich and wealthy to certain 
areas of the city, left the city center “hollowed out”, which then led to 
decrease	of	New	York	City	being	a	centralized	urban	core	and	instead	
fueled the spread of suburbanization throughout the region. 

 What is most appalling about the capitalist system is the deliberate 
manipulation	of	markets	and	systems	to	benefit	a	few	at	the	expense	of	
many. Harvey blatantly scolds capitalism for keeping the working class 
oppressed through debt accumulated from mortgages and car payments. 
The theory being that workers cannot rebel or make demands against 
unfair working conditions and will have less economic mobility when 
they live paycheck to paycheck due to heavy debt. The push towards 
suburban living 
also changed the 
political makeup 
of the citizens and 
Harvey doesn’t shy 
away from blaming 
this push towards 
conservative 
republicanism as 
an underlying issue 
to the current 
situations we face in 
cities. It is interesting 
to note how this 

has also played into the election of our current administration. What is also 
interesting to note is most of the time this political faction often votes for 
policies and government representation that in fact acts against the good of 
the people that vote for them. 

 One of the main forces that Soja notes as contributing to injustice 
is the lack of analysis of both the outcome and the process. He notes that 
it	is	“more	difficult	to	identify	and	understand	underlying	processes”	that	
continue to maintain injustice. This is why he emphasizes the need to use 
spatiality as a tool to understand and  change injustice, without looking at 
all	of	the	layers	it	is	harder	to	define	an	appropriate	solution.	Geography	
is a main contributor to injustice as it dictates access to resources, can be 
used oppressively and has political and social connotations intertwined. 

 Gerrymandering is a very real and current issue with how geography 
and spatial injustice are played out. It could also be argued that in the 
United States the use of the electoral college to elect the president is also 
related to this phenomenon of spatial injustice. 

 Similar to Harvey, Soja also notes that capitalism has a heavy 
influence	on	how	spatial	injustice	is	played	out	both	in	the	United	States	
and internationally.  Capitalism and urbanism work together as “ a primary 
source of inequality and injustice in that the accumulation of locational 
decisions in a capitalist economy tends to lead to the redistribution of real income in favor of the rich over the poor.” These 
systems inherently favor the wealthy and white of society which further perpetuates poverty and limits economic mobility for 
certain populations. Soja, Harvey and Haughton all illustrate that if the goal is a more equal and just world, we cannot continue  
along the current path and need to stop repeating the same processes and evaluations of the past.

Fig. 18 Occupy Wall Street poster uses imgary from a color 
blind test to indicate how the majority of the population’s 
needs are being ignored.

Fig. 19 Capitalism relies on cheap and exploited labor. 
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Graham Haughton’s Approaches to achieving sustainable urban development:

Self Reliant -	with	the	understanding	that	trade	with	other	cities	and	areas	can	be	beneficial	both	economically	and	
culturally. 

Redesigning Cities  - As most cities have already been built and established, we also need to work on redesigning and 
reworking cities to achieve sustainability.

Externally Dependent Cities - high economic growth to create wealth which will then solve issues of inequality is a 
fallacy that has been proven as inadequate. This approach is just another way that the elite maintain power and wealth. 

Fair Share Cities -  embraces the current globalized trade system that we must accept as the current and future status of 
economy. Fairly traded goods have been established as a morally, socially and environmentally sound way to provide income 
to lower income populations while still playing the capitalist game. More work needs to be completed in creating fairly traded 
waste streams and better regulations to protect developing countries from pressure of developed countries. 

 Fair share cities could be even more successful when paired with self reliant cities and redesigning cities. These three 
approaches, if worked on simultaneously, could really prove to be successful in creating sustainable cities, regions and countries.  
A multi-pronged approach itself is more sustainable and resilient than focusing on just one approach to solve issues that are so 
multidimensional.  

The Role of the Landscape Architect
	 The	modern	landscape	architect	must	straddle	many	fields	and	wear	many	hats,	but	in	many	ways	this	has	not	changed	
very	significantly	over	the	past	50	years.	Landscape	architects	have	always	come	from	many	backgrounds:	artists,	ecologists,	
designers, dreamers, etc. The biggest change is the clientele. Landscape architecture used to service the wealthy and elite 
through	elaborate	designs	and	exotic	plants.	Now	they	must	serve	the	public	and	provide	designs	that	support	social,	economic	
and ecological issues.

 The declaration in 1966 did not specify climate change, but did indicate that environmental issues, such as water 
shortages and air pollution, are major issues that need to be addressed. Today’s landscape architects must also deal with the 
politics behind climate change and many of the other issues they are trying to address. Landscape architects have had to come 
more	to	the	forefront	of	the	field	and	not	just	design	spaces,	but	be	activists	for	change	in	the	world.

 Landscape architects have a heavy burden to bear as their responsibilities are increased, but I would argue that there 
are growing interdisciplinary groups that are supporting these changes in responsibilities. I think one of the biggest changes 
over the past 50 years is that citizens are demanding these changes and are requesting to have a voice in the process. This has 
altered the way that landscape architects design and produce work. Collaborative working partnerships across all disciplines 
has	become	more	important	as	the	field	progresses.

 I believe that it is very important that landscape architects embrace their roles as activists and not just designers. As our 
world	becomes	more	complex,	professional	fields	are	recognizing	the	importance	of	holistic	thinking	and	working.	In	a	lot	of	
ways landscape architects have already been successful at bridging these gaps as the profession started as a combination of so 
many interests. I am curious to see how in 50 years the landscape architects manifest changes and continues to address and 
tackle the world’s issues.

Climate Change

 Intergovernmental cooperation and interdisciplinary approaches are integral to all aspects of environmental policies and 
issues, but especially for dealing with climate change. Gondo’s article showed that planners and landscape architects in Ethiopia 
do not feel equipped to deal with such a complex issue. This made me wonder who and where are there planners that are 
feeling	confident	about	tackling	these	issues?	

 One of the major concerns that Gondo brings up is the lack of guidelines on how to plan and implement strategies for 
creating cities that are resilient to climate change. There are international guidelines and research projects on how to plan 

for climate change issues, but the reality is that 
this new territory. One of the issues that Gondo 
brings up is the importance of understanding local 
impacts and conditions for Ethiopia. Some of the 
climate change research and information is based 
on either a global scale or focuses on the Western 
world and other wealthy nations. It is very important 
that more research is created, or current research 
is adapted to looking at smaller scale systems. 
It is vital that world leaders and agencies are 
communicating and exchanging information within all 
scales of government so that effective action can be 
completed from the ground up. 

 In addition to the disconnect between the 
scales of government, Gondo also notes that 
urban planners are using stand-alone adaptations 
to address climate issues instead of integrating 
projects. This is an understandable technique due 
to the urgency of climate change and the need 
to create solutions for the short-term. However, 
it is imperative that there are urban planners or 
other agencies that are planning for long-term 
and integrated solutions. Without this type of 
forethought, issues will repeat themselves in ten or 
twenty years. 

Fig. 20 Capitalism functions on the premise of a “free-market” which climate change 
regulations would directly impact. This cartoon plays on the irony and humor that 
in reality all of these regulationsn would actually just improve th quality of life for all 
beings,	but	that	it	would	be	at	the	expense	of	profit	for	corporations.	
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 The lack of cohesion between the built environment and green spaces in urban areas is not a unique problem to 
Ethiopia. Within the industry of planning there has been a shift over the last twenty years to integrate the built world with 
green space especially in cities. It has become more of a common practice, yet there is still a lot of work to be done to have 
architects	and	landscape	architects	work	together	to	create	unified	design	spaces	that	allow	for	green	spaces.	A	change	in	the	
education of these professions is helping to promote this new mindset and there also needs to be policy change to reinforce 
the	benefits	of	green	space	within	urban	settings.	

 Another issue that Gondo touches on is the lack of stakeholder involvement in projects. This is a multifaceted issue as 
community members decline to participate due to lack of trust in the process, concerns of elite control or lack of knowledge 
or understanding of the project. This is a hard issue to solve not just in Ethiopia, but across the world. Even in the United 
States people who participate in the planning process often are misinformed or vote against projects that are actually directly 
beneficial	to	their	interests.	

 Overall, it is apparent 
that there are divides between 
all facets of government, 
public and private process, and 
within planning professions. 
The need for interdisciplinary 
work is more timely than ever. 
Governments from the global 
to the local need to work 
together. To tackle the issue of 
climate change will require all 
professions to work together 
on diverse teams and step 
outside of the norms of what 
the profession used to dictate as 
standard practice. 

 According to Bohannon 
the	Nile	Delta	is	facing	many	
challenges that are becoming 
compounded and more complex 
as time passes. The population 
of the delta area is already 
taxing the water sources and 
the population is expected to 
increase by one million every 
year. Agriculture and daily water 
needs are putting so much 
pressure	on	the	Nile	that	the	river	no	longer	empties	into	the	Mediterranean	sea.	Due	to	the	damming	of	the	river	the	delta	is	
sinking,	the	coast	is	eroding	and	sediment	and	soil	are	building	up	within	the	river	channel.	This	has	affected	fish	populations	off	
the coast of the delta as well as decreased the quality of the water in the river. 

 From the article one of the major processes that needs to change is the government restricting research and data 
collection on the river and the consequences of the dam. It seems that the government has now turned to scientists 
and researchers wanting information and answers only to be met with blank stares since the government in the past had 
continually	denied	research	requests	on	the	problems.	Despite	the	lack	of	finalized	data,	many	of	the	issues	caused	by	the	dam	
are apparent and therefore it is alarming that the government has decided that the answer is to divert more water from the 

river and attempt to create a new region for agriculture 
with very little thought on what impact this may have. 
Data	needs	to	be	collected	not	only	on	the	effects	of	
the	dam,	but	also	on	the	use	and	flow	of	the	current	
water. If over two-thirds of the wells in the delta are 
illegal that shows both the lack of information on where 
water is used and the lack of regulation on how the 
water is being used. 

 It was encouraging that there is work being 
done	to	learn	from	the	Dutch’s	success	with	flooding	
and water control. Use of engineered wetlands and 
restoration of the coastline with sand dune construction 
and beach nourishment is a positive move forward that 
the government should continue funding. 

Social and Ecological Resilience
 Ecological and social resilience are intertwined 
and mirror each other. Ecological and social systems 
must have three main qualities to be resilient: the ability 
to absorb disturbances, to self-organize, and to build 
capacity for learning/adaptation. It was interesting that 
Adgar makes a point to note that periodic natural 

disasters do assist in helping to build more diversity and increase the strength of a system, but that these natural occurrences 
are not the same as what we are currently experiencing with climate change. Climate change is happening so quickly causing 
systems to not have time to learn or adapt to the new conditions. It was also notable his explanation to deal with climate 
change is that social groups need to collectively respond to the situation by displaying resilience.

Fig. 21 Cartoons are an easy way to convey complicated issues to the general public. This cartoon summarizes 
the determential effects humans have on the natural world. 

Fig. 22 “The Thoughtful Logger” shows how we do not always need data or fancy 
reports to understand the cause and effects of altering the landscape. Common 
sense can play a large role in guding poliyc and planning. 
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	 I	strongly	agree	with	Adgar	that	we	need	to	present	the	benefits	of	resilience	in	economic	terms	to	better	demonstrate	
to	the	opposition	that	thinking	of	systems	holistically	is	beneficial	on	all	levels.	Adgar	notes	that	without	flexibility	within	
systems there is the loss productivity, reduces the options for future use, and increases direct costs through uncertainties. The 
case	study	example	of	fishing	villages	in	Vietnam	illustrates	that	social	and	environmental	systems	were	able	to	recover	more	
quickly when they were intertwined with the structures and systems that had strength and unity.

 It was interesting that Adgar attempted to distance sustainability from resilience. Sustainable as a concept and catch 
phrase has been worn thin, but I think it is important to recognize that the two concepts are related and one cannot be cast 
aside for the other. Just as I have noted in other responses we need to lean away from separating these concepts and instead 
embrace them.

 There seem to 
be numerous challenges 
that we face to steer 
the world in a more 
environmentally 
friendly direction. 
Just as the problem is 
multidimensional the 
solution therefore is 
multi pronged. Lack of 
education, corporate 
influence,	greed	and	
capitalism all contribute 
to our current systems 
of destroying nature.

 Coherent, real-
life education is greatly 
needed in our public 
schools in the United 
States and across the 
world. The disconnect 
from nature and the 
systems that rule our 
world is no longer 
acceptable. Educating 
both young children and 
continually educating 
adults throughout life is 
important	which	the	UN	
attempts to do through 
W.A.S.H and similar 
programs to educate 
people about watery 
and hygiene.  The general 
population is denied the 
information required to 
understand and solve 
environmental issues. Adgar talks about resiliency as the ability to “build capacity for learning/adaptation”.  A task that is hard to 
achieve when most people have no knowledge of the issues at hand.

 Imagery, artwork and advertisments can be utilized to help educate and spread awareness of these types of issues. This 
approach could be used worldwide as images do not need to be translated for people to understand the concepts shown. 
Figure 23 packs a powerful punch as it clearly shows that air pollution is a direct result of manufacturing and industrialization.  

	 Adgar	emphasizes	that	resilience	is	an	ethical	issue	that	needs	to	be	taken	seriously.	Now	more	than	ever	we	need	
regulations that restrict industry and corporations from destructive business practices. The world needs morally strong ethical 
leaders to support collective understanding and responses to environmental issues, a key element of a socially resilient system.

	 It	is	also	important	to	note	that	the	UN’s	estimate	on	water	consumption	for	2050	shows	manufacturing	demand	
for water will increase 400%. A number that is frightening and unacceptable. We need to use collective social resilience to 
resists the status quo of consumerism and capitalism. There is a way that we can provide access and regulation to necessary 
resources without the using the current economic systems. It will take a complex view of the issue to generate and implement 
multidimensional solutions.

 

Fig. 23 Powerful imagery and art plays an important role in educating people about environmental issues. 
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Policy
Environmental	Labeling	&	Certification

	 There	are	many	benefits	of	environmental	labels	and	certificates,	however	these	programs	are	not	without	flaws.	
Tolksdorf	et	al	2014	note	that	there	are	three	main	issues	with	how	the	certification	process	works:	the	certification	process	
can	be	“gamed”,	the	process	is	difficult	and	expensive	and	it	ignores	the	physical	and	social	context	of	the	building.	

 The system can be “gamed” due to the ability to obtain points for easy items such as installing a bike rack. To gain 
the points there is no requirement to promote biking by installing showers, lockers or educational programs. It is easy for 
developers to stack up “easy” points with this type of system. It appears that with the new weighted system there is more 
consideration for how points can be earned and more weight given to bigger undertakings such as building on a reclaimed 
brownfield	site.	

 Although building sustainably often has a heavy input 
cost it has been proven that these costs are reclaimed in 
numerous	ways.	Investing	in	energy	efficient	equipment	
will pay off over time and often there are government 
incentives to help offset the costs during purchase. 
Tolksdorf et al,  also explains that in most cases the 
developer can sell the building for a much higher cost than 
a “regular” building due to the marketability of a green and 
sustainable building.

	 One	of	the	biggest	issues	about	the	certification	
process is that is is an isolated evaluation of the building 
and site. Social, historical and geography are not 
considered when assigning points. While I was at the 
University of Vermont a new student building was build 
to	LEED	standards	yet	a	huge	glass	atrium	was	built	that	
faces	North.	Especially	in	Vermont	where	the	winters	are	
harsh	and	cold	a	design	flaw	such	as	this	should	have	been	
taken into consideration. Tolksdorf et al, gives the example 
of	building	a	LEED	certified	building	that	is	built	in	the	
middle of nowhere in the desert. Without taking into 
account the existing conditions and site of the building the 
certification	gives	false	values	to	a	building	that	can	actually	
be detrimental to the environment. 

 There are limited pre-requisites for developers to 
meter and record energy and water savings before and 
after construction. There is also no monitoring after the 
building has been completed and it is being used. Abdalla et al 2011 also emphasize that scores given at the design phase do not 
dictate outcome post-construction. In the example provided in the video the Bank of America building was consuming large 
amounts of electricity after it was built due to the servers. There was no consideration for what the building would be used for 
or how it could be designed to help reduce the energy that would be used once it was in use. 

 Another interesting aspect that Abdalla et al 2011 discussed is that project scale is relevant to success and many of the 
techniques	used	for	environmental	efficiency	only	work	at	medium	or	large	scale.	This	makes	it	difficult	for	small	homes	or	
neighborhoods to adapt the same techniques that can be used for larger projects. Abdalla et al, also want a focus on project 
management	and	project	budget	to	play	a	part	in	the	certification.	I	feel	that	these	are	minor	details	that	are	not	as	important	
as	the	other	critiques	that	were	brought	up	about	the	certification	process.

	 I	strongly	agree	with	the	usefulness	of	LEED	certification	systems.	They	are	not	perfect	systems,	but	as	the	paper	noted	
the	certification	system	in	the	United	States	was	based	on	reducing	negative	aspects	of	building	and	construction.	LEED	is	
starting to shift to be more based on promoting good ideas and better building techniques instead of just reducing the negative 
aspects. 

	 The	LEED	system	has	evolved	since	it	was	started	in	1998	and	is	
continually evolving to address the issues that have developed. It is true 
that there are ways to “game” the system and there will always be people 
or	corporations	who	will	try	to	find	the	easiest	way	to	make	money	
without actually caring about the environmental issues at hand. I agree with 
the	video	that	the	main	issue	does	not	lay	with	the	certification	process,	
but is more of a result of corporate greed and a lack of progressive policy.

	 Another	reason	I	am	in	favor	of	these	certification	processes	is	that	
they educate and bring to the forefront both the environmental issues 
caused by construction and the possible solutions that are available. These 
certifications	push	innovation	and	industry	to	create	better	building	
techniques	and	standards.	I	am	very	interested	to	know	if	the	LEED	
certification	has	helped	to	raise	the	baseline	for	building	codes	across	the	
country. 

 With any process or system there will be issues that occur especially as the system is developing, but we should not 
completely	dismiss	the	certification	because	of	these	small	flaws.	Instead	we	should	focus	on	the	benefits	and	work	to	alter	
the system continually as the market and technologies evolve. There also needs to be policy to help support these types of 
certifications	instead	of	just	relying	on	the	free	market	to	shape	the	outcome.

Fig. 24 Excellent “environmental ad” that explains and shows why conventional 
farming is determental to humans and the environment.

Fig.	25	Advertisment	for	“Environmentally	Certified”	
Christmas trees. 
The consumer is required to research what this exactly 
means. 
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 There are numerous issues with the way the items are labeled. The Organic label for food requires a hefty fee and an 
arduous	process	to	receive	certification.	Yet,	using	pesticides	is	somewhat	unregulated	and	abundant.	It	is	also	interesting	that	
as environmental awareness has increased the more corporations are using environmentally themed words and images for 
advertising. 

 Car commercials especially have an aura of conquering the natural world and obtaining freedom.  If car commercials 
actually advertised what is really being sold people would understand the consequences of driving vehicles. Advertising is a 
facade	used	to	trick	people	in	buying	and	consuming	items	solely	for	the	sake	of	profit.	

Fig.	26	Phrases	such	as	“Nature	Reinvented”	play	on	the	fad	of	environmental	awareness	that	has	surfaced	over	the	past	25	years.	The	
imagery of this advertisement attempts to show cars as environmentally friendly and part of the natural world. 

Fig.	27	What	would	be	the	social	and	environmental	impacts	if	car	advertisments	were	honest?	These	types	of	“environmental	advertisments”	would	
quell	any	remarks	that	as	a	consumer	“I	did	not	understand	the	implications”.	Driving	a	car	is	not	only	the	most	dangerous	activity	Americans	do	
every day, but one of the biggest contributors to air and water pollution, land use consumption and poor city planning designs. 
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Regional & Interstate Environmental Planning 

 Based on the readings and the discussion in class, interstate planning is a process of coordinating and encompassing 
a larger area beyond one state’s boundaries. As Hall discusses, environmental issues such as air and water pollution, wildlife 
habitat, urban sprawl and greenhouse gases do not obey arbitrary political state lines. In the United States the need 
for interstate cooperation causes tension between the federal government, regional agencies, state agencies, and local 
governments. States want the right to dictate law and control over their area and prefer not to have the federal government 
intervene, but environmental issues that cross borders require widespread action that must actually represent the good of 
people living in many different states. 

 One of the arguments against interstate planning is that citizens in other areas do 
know have the knowledge of the state or area. There is also the concern that these citizens 
are	not	paying	taxes	directly	to	that	state	and	should	not	have	influence	in	how	that	state’s	
government funds projects.  The lack of knowledge about other states can be overcome by 
public processes that fully educate all citizens about the issues. For issues that are directly 
on state borders it is unlikely that the area on the other side of the “fence” would actually 
vary that much geographically, economically or demographically. There are of course 
instances where large states, such as Texas, vary drastically even across the state itself, but 
fearing the lack of knowledge or understanding should not prevent states from attempting 
to facilitate interstate planning in regards to environmental issues. 

 States attempt to pass off the detrimental effects of industry in what Hall describes 
as	“political	externalities”.	He	explains	that	states	will	purposefully	build	industrial	facilities,	landfills	or	waste	processing	sites	
near	borders	in	order	to	avoid	the	financial	and	political	burden,	known	as	the	“state	line	syndrome”.	States	will	also	pass	
laws that require higher smokestacks so that air pollution is reduced locally, keeping the voting citizens happy while producing 
larger negative effects elsewhere. I particularly like his example of state parks or natural areas in one state that can be enjoyed 
by tourists and visitors from other states, but if the state decides to make changes to this natural area only the citizens 
of that state have a say in the process instead of all who use and enjoy the area. Another great example of why interstate 
communication and coordination is required. 

 One of the major improvements 
needed with interstate planning is to 
implement laws that directly address 
pollution and other environmental 
issues instead of having to process 
through the nuisance law. Attempting 
to prove that the nuisance law is 
applicable to environmental cases is not 
sufficient	as	it	usually	only	measures	
economical impacts and does not weigh 
factors such as habitat destruction or 
ecosystem health. From Hall’s analysis 
it also appears that Federal courts that 
handle environmental interstate cases 
require more education and information 
provided to reach fair decisions on 
these cases. Too often are environmental 
cases being dismissed due to the court’s 
inability	to	comprehend	the	scientific	
data that is presented. 

 It is disappointing that the EPA mostly 
acts as an arbitrator between states 
and does not take formal action. If 
agencies have no teeth in the system 
it diminishes the value that their 
regulations and authority have over 
state activities. To further enhance 
interstate environmental planning we 

need	more	regional	and	interdepartmental	agencies	that	have	influence	on	policy,	but	also	have	the	ability	to	regulate	and	
enforce policy.

Federal or International Plan/Policy Reports 

	 It	has	been	almost	fifty	years	since	NEPA	was	initiated	in	1970	and	there	have	been	very	few	amendments	to	this	
extremely	important	piece	of	legislation.	It	is	time	for	NEPA	to	be	brought	to	the	future	to	better	serve	the	environment	and	
our	communities.	The	United	States	serves	as	an	example	to	the	entire	world	and	after	NEPA	was	initiated	in	our	country,	
over 100 other countries adopted similar legislation. To preserve our position as an innovative world leader we must update 
and	adapt	NEPA.

Fig. 28 Pollution knows no boundries. 

Fig. 29 Cities and states must create comprehensive zoning and planning laws to help shape 
economic growth that accounts for pollution in other areas. 
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	 Despite	being	active	legislation	for	so	long,	most	citizens	do	not	understand	the	importance	of	this	law	and	what	it	
accomplishes. There needs to be more public understanding and education about the process and implications of the act. The 
government	relies	on	NGO’s	to	act	as	a	middleman	with	citizens	which	has	been	somewhat	effective.	However,	I	propose	
that the government needs to be more proactive in educating citizens about the importance of the act and how they can 
comment on open and active projects. Too often citizens either have no idea that they can offer input or falsely believe that 
public opposition will actually deter projects from being completed. The current administration wants to reduce all of these 
important laws down to nothing and citizens will not blink an eye unless they are reminded how these laws keep our air, water 
and land clean and prosperous.

	 In	addition	to	more	education	and	outreach,	NEPA	needs	to	incorporate	the	concept	of	mitigation.	The	state	of	
California has successfully incorporated mitigation into CEQA. We as a country need to recognize the importances of 
ecological economics and understand that ecosystems play an important role in human health and economic stability. Climate 
change	has	rapidly	increased	our	need	for	stable	environments	to	help	ward	the	impacts	of	flooding	and	strong	storms.	
Projects that demolish existing ecosystems should be required to apply mitigation techniques. Even starting out with a simple 
sliding scale option for projects to choose applicable and easy mitigation options would be a move in the right direction. If 
NEPA	remains	only	a	tool	for	analyzing	the	impact	but	has	not	actual	weight	in	the	impacts	that	will	occur,	it	is	a	tool	of	the	
past and not the future.

 

 
 Lobbying plays a major role in the United States government and is often misunderstood and underutilized for the sake 
of environment. Almost all large interest groups, such as the oil industry or the timber industry, have lobbyists that advocate 
for their needs and policy that helps their business. Lobbying is not going to disappear anytime soon and environmental groups 
need to have a say in what goes on in federal government. 

Fig. 30 “Environmental advertising”  would add balance to an otherwise skewed visual world. This advertisment comments on the concept of 
mitigation	and	our	inability	to	accurately	cost	out	the	benefits	of	ecosystems.

Fig.	31	Lobbying	is	legal	but	that	does	not	mean	it	is	beneficial	to	people	or	the	environment.
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Conclusion 

 Imagery and advertisements are a tool of capitalism that can also be used to promote environmentalism and social 
justice. “Environmental advertising” is a form of education in a world where most people do not understand where their food 
comes from, let alone how and why environmental regulations help maintain clean air and water. Throughout the environmental 
movement imagery and slogans have been used to promote a different way of thinking, today more than ever there is a need 
for “environmental advertising”. In today’s world people relay on Facebook, television and Twitter to obtain information about 
the world around them. Everyday, people are bombarded with billboards, ads on buses and trains as well as ads interrupting 
their YouTube videos. Capturing the attention of the modern day American means using advertisements. 

 

Recommendations

 The recommendations for this paper are that environmental organizations use more aggressive advertisements to 
counter the effects of capitalism.  Money and labor are major restrictions to this approach. There is also a need for more 
organizations like Adbusters to help promote a movement away from capitalism. It may seem daunting to pursue and 
alternative system but there is no choice but to stand up to the status quo which no longer serves the needs of the people 
and environment. 

Reflection	on	Visual	Statement
 
 “My vision is that communities of people, plants and animals can live in harmony without excessive pressures on each. As 
people are currently the major contributor to environmental degradation, it is also our responsibility to engineer solutions to 
both the issues we have created and to anticipate future problems. By creating stringent planning processes humans can better 
establish patterns that work within natural systems instead of against them. I believe that the answers we need are simple, exist 
in nature and are feasible, if we just learn how to observe.”

 I still stand by my vision statement that people have the solutions that are needed to address a lot of the environmen-
tal issues at hand. In the same sense that I believe the solutions are found in the patterns of nature, I think that the solutions 
to capitalism are in fact found within capitalism. Creative, artistic approaches to environmental issues helps to blend different 
disciplines as well as addressing a larger audience base. Observation and class readings have revealed that capitalism and lack of 
education are some of the biggest obstacles to a more just and environmentally conscious life. 

Fig.	32	Ad	Buster’s	representation	of	the	American	flag.	
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