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As a landscape architect, my vision statement is to design and advocate 
for space that is beneficial to all forms of life, human and non, that makes 
living better, easier, or more enjoyable. I joined landscape architecture 
in the beginning to make space that could affect all people, and I’ve 
connected with Olmsted’s vision of social equality within design. I want 
to help bring people together and bring people to nature— to gain 
appreciation and knowledge into the future, as I have gained throughout 
my time at K-State. I see landscape architecture becoming more involved 
in all aspects of production and construction, and seeing it become more 
valued and as landscapes change and become more endangered. I want 
to be apart of landscape architecture helping to connect communities 
together and united people of different backgrounds to create and more 
united, harmonious, and beautiful place to live.

I want to learn how to perserve life: culture, ecologies, 
life and history. Equity, inclusion, and sustianability are 
among the most important aspects of this topic, and 
should be explored among different scales for effective 
promotion of this ideology. The relationship between the 
natural and the built environment will be emphasized, 
as this exchange of co-existence will drive the future our 
landscapes.This book will examine different themes and 
analysises of landscape architecture topics through the 
lense of preservation.

Olmsted’s Inspiration and The Push for Preservation
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history & evolution of landscape planning
 Analzying the Definitions of Conservation and Preservation

The main milestones discussed 
throughout the different eras are 
separated by advancements in 
technology, policy, and thinking 
regarding the environment. The 
earliest milestones is characterized by 
understanding the necessity of nature 
as a tool of survival, and evolving into 
formalized garden and parks that 
emphasized the pre-industrial era of 
European outdoor space. When I think 
about the use of nature gardens and 
designed purpose and uses, I think back 
to the American colonial gardens that 
I think were also prominent in this era, 
but not evolving like the ones across 
Europe. Prominent figures like Capability 
Brown and William Kent and their work 
in England provided inspiration for 
early and influential American work 
and provided an important precedent 

for expanding and scenic landscapes. The second era 
is categorized and centered around and evolvement 
of technology and deterioration of the cities with the 
Industrial Revolution. The era was a key milestone in 
fulfilling the demand and need for public parks and park 
systems as demonstrated by Central Park and The Boston 
park network, aided by the designs of Frederick Law 
Olmsted Sr. and Calvert Vaux. Transportation was also 
impacted with the growth and development of the railway 

and mass highway system as instituted by President 
Dwight Eisenhower. This was an important influencer 
of existing urban form and changed the distribution of 
population from city centers to surrounding suburbs. The 
next era was surrounded by the incorporation of ecology 
and in planning and beginning of environmental policy 
of protection (NEPA, 1969). Technology like GIS mapping, 
created by Warren Henry Manning, and categorization 
of park typologies help to analyze planning and 
environmental strategies to a greater extent. The next era 
continued on the ideas and policies proposed previously, 
and contained more involvement from professional 
landscape architect in legislation and working with GIS. 
Prominent figures of the time include legendary planner 
and writer Ian McHarg and Lady Bird Johnson, who 
tackled combining aesthetics to the health and safety 
aspects of NEPA from the previous era. Finally, the last era 
of significance is that of the movement of sustainability 
and environmental issues coming to the forefront 
and continuing to be developed with advancements 
into modern technology. The goal of combined social 
equity, economic growth and importance of ecology was 
placed at the forefront, but deemed more recently as an 
insufficient notion of the Millenium Development Goals. 
The new era identified by the Sustainable Development 
Goals, demonstrates a new global direction to address 
change and development of cities. Of these, I feel that the 
most significant milestones are the Industrial Revolution 
and introduction of sustainable practices in the modern 
era. Regarding the advancement and preservation of 

green space, I feel like in America (and probably globally) 
this was one of the most important and influential times 
for the advancement of landscape architecture. Not 
only did this era defined the future of urban forms and 
shape the cities that we see today, but it created an 
important platform of using green space to better health 
and social connections within cities. Secondly, I feel like 
the era around sustainability is important because it 
was one of the first times we see a more global outlook 
and approach to solving complex environmental 
problems. While the idea of sustainability may be flawed, 
I think the ideas behind it will be the driving force behind 
planning and design decisions in the future, and I think 
that the 2015 Sustainable Development Goals are a good 
start. After agonizing for the thoughts of Pinchot and 
Muir for the past 24 hours, I think that my views align 
slightly more with Pinchot. This pains me to say, because I 
absolutely love John Muir. My bedroom wall was covered 

Hugging a giant sequoia tree at Sequoia National Park 
(photo by author).

Panorama view of Yosemite National Park in Yosemite Valley (photo by author).

in postcards of John Muir quotes from Yosemite and he 
was all I could talk about when I visited with my parents 
last summer. I am an immense proponent of National 
Parks and preservation of our nature’s most beautiful 
and inspiring areas. But it’s hard to justify protect one area 
so much more than another, when different areas will have 
meaning important ecological factors to different people, 
animals and habitats. I’m all on board for a romanticized 
version of life, growth and expansion alongside nature, but 
in real life, and in order to save nature, I think we’ll have 
to align with a conservationist point of view and set up 
concrete boundaries to ensure its protection. Contrary 
to the thoughts of John Muir, I think that the 
conservationist approach  and definition is the best 
way to  approach and achieve preservation of our 
natural wonders and ecosystems as humans/cities 
continue to expand.
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the landscape architecture declaration
The LAF Declaration, New LAF Declaration, and Everything in Between.

In my original assessment of the 1966 Landscape 
Architecture Foundation declaration, I was immediately 
taken aback by the diction and decription used 
throughout the document. I feel like it poetically and 
urgently addressing their desire for more landscape 
architecture, as well as attention by the public to 
understand the severity of current conditions and 
deterioration of the environment. The first sentences of 
each point/paragraph are straight to the point— a “sense 
of crisis”, “no single solution”, and that man is “not free 
of nature’s demand”—all demonstrate with powerful 
language the current problems and threats to everyday 
life if our lifestyles continue of their trajectory. After the 
first paragraph, the rest of the declaration begins to 
directly link landscape architecture to this battle (of sorts), 
and define them as one of the most important tools for 
addressing this looming and all-consuming problem. 
While most of the declaration has a very honest and 

but distinct differences as well. Both emphasize the same 
scope, initially in the beginning taking about human’s 
reliance of the environment, but the later declaration 
seems to be more grounded in global problems and 
extends past the American-centric references noted in 
the 1966 declaration. One thing that Caleb pointed out 
was the lack of diversity within the 1966 declaration, as 
signed by all men and having used “he” to encompass the 
landscape architecture profession. I think that this a small 
part of it and probably not intentional, but it’s interesting 
to see how the 2016 declaration’s looks more broadly 
and becomes more socially inclusive. In Marc Treib’s 
presentation, he notes that the challenge of landscape 
architecture was to “elevate the pragmatics to the level of 
poetics”. Whereas the first declaration is a powerful and 
emotional note to others about the power of landscape 
architecture, it seems that the second declaration is a 
reminder to current and aspiring landscape architects 
about their duty and how the profession needs to be 
focused.

After analyzing the two declarations, I feel like the greatest 
concerns addressed are the preservation of ecological 
systems through social integration, creating more 
advocacy and credit to landscape architects, and 
regulating humanity’s impact on the environment 
with future development. I do think that landscape 
architects are doing a much better job of keeping the 
natural environment in mind when making designs, but 
that’s mostly just what I see from an educational point 

harsh look at reality, the ending note promises hope 
and promise for the future: “We pledge our services. 
We seek help from those who share our concern”. The 
whole document inspires trust and confidence in the 
field of landscape architecture for others to follow their 
direction, as works as an introduction and instruction to 
other professions, institutions, and regular people to the 
capabilities of this field.

The 2016 Landscape Architecture Foundation 
declaration, written 50 years later, is very similar to 
the 1966 declaration in that it emphasizes the role of 
landscape architects and their involvement in planning 
for a better a better future. This later version explicitly 
names climate change and specific environmental 
disturbance such as “rising seas, resource depletion, 
desertification and unprecedented rates of global 
extinction”. As noted in Marc Treib’s presentation, 
the second declaration definitely focuses more on 
the connection between the environmental and 
humanitarian aspects of landscape architecture, 
as it becomes more related to ecological systems, 
as well as “complex social problems”. In the third 
paragraph, it already begins to be hopeful for the future, 
saying “there is profound hope for the future”, and giving 
the remainer of the document a very different feeling to 
the earlier declaration.

Both declarations share fundamental similarities that 
unite them as the Landscape Architecture Foundation, 

of view. Landscape architecture is definitely seeing more 
advocacy and than the 1960’s which is why I think that the 
second declaration doesn’t address this problem as much, 
but it’s important for professions to have confidence 
in speaking up to others and having their voices heard. 
Finally, with dealing with people’s relationships with the 
environment, I think there is more to be said and done. I 
think if we want real change to happen, then landscape 
architecture needs to keep extending outside of its 
current limit of a simple profession in order to push 
for the perservation and susitanability of our way 
of lifee and natural systems. Many of these changes 
regarding the environment require fundamental attitude 
and legislative alterations, in which landscape will 
need more publicity than it already has to achieve. The 
declarations should require and expect more from their 
people, which I think we are available to provide.

2012 Jeju Declaration by th IUCN 
President (LAA, 2015).

Cover for the New Landscape Declaration
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rivers and their social connectivity
My  Relationship with the South Platte 

The river that I am most familiar with is the South Platte 
river,  but didn’t have much personal experience with it 
until recently. The South Platte is one of two tributaries that 
make up the Platte River, with this river stretching between 
Colorado and Nebraska before becoming the Platte River. 
It starts southwest of Denver in the Rocky Mountains (the 
Mosquito Range), then after flowing southeast, it turns 
northeast and goes through the Front Range before going 
through downtown Denver to Greeley and the Eastern 
Colorado Plains (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2013). The 
different environments that this river exists in is very 
interesting, as it goes from pristine and natural mountain 
runoff to the urban and industrial side of Denver, and finally 
finishes as an aid to agricultural production in the plains. 
Due to the different environments that the river exists in, 
there are a multitude of uses stretched throughout its span 
of half the state of Colorado. In the higher regions, the 

river is world renowned for fishing, 
specifically fly-fishing, kayaking 
and canoeing, and is highlighted 
downtown for its running, hiking 
and biking (Denver Water, 2018). I 
personally know it from the more 
industrial areas south of downtown 
Denver where I would ride my bike 
with my Dad last year, who is very 
familiar (and invested on how the 
river paths are treated). Approaching 
downtown along Commerce City (the 
industrial center where the Conoco 

oil refinery is located, along with most of the pollution) lies 
many homeless encampments next to river and bike paths. 
In downtown Denver, manipulation of the river to create 
rapids at Confluence Park allows for more kayaking in this 
very urban setting, as well as scenic walking and leisure 
paths adjacent to the water. In regards to flooding and 
flooding potential, the river has only seen a few instances 
of major flooding over the past century. The most severe 
flooding happened in June of 1965, when historic rainfall 
caused the flow to increase a thousand fold (from 150 cfc 
to 154,000 cfs), and resulted in destroyed bridged, roads, 
and extensive famaged of the local rail line (UCAR, 2007). 
Flooding in 2013 was not as extensive, but lead to loss and 
damage to infrastructure, farmland and property and is 
evidence of the poor flood management techniques 
and is not condusive to preservation of both the built 
and natural environment. The result of rainwater coming 
down the mountain leads to downstream problems, 
specifically located in the northern part of Colorado and 
southern Nebraska. Historically it has not been used as a 
transport system I think because of its narrow width and 
rough mountain terrain, but people usually cross it over 
large scale vehicular or pedestrian bridges, including a very 
large highway interchange north of downtown Denver. In 
regards to lateral connectivity, the river is not super wide 
(approximately 100-200 feet), so there is good visual access 
also for good interaction between the two banks, however 
commonly only one side of the river has a bike bath or 
road beside it, except for the portion that goes through 
downtown Denver.  The river is not very well preserved 

for natural use, but is almost entirely dominated by 
human access or blocked off. There are many access 
points along the river for cars, but almost all of them 
block visual views of the river and hide the area from view. 
The river varies in terms of vertical connectivity, with the 
mountainous and plains portions of the river having very 
little elevation change and allowing for immediate access 
and recreational use, which in the industrial setting 
in more limited to paths atop high channel walls 
along the banks, and discourages more personal 
interactions with the water. Lastly, for the area I am most 
familiar with, the longitudinal access is very lacking, often 
containing rough vegetation and steep bank walls that 
restrict interaction with the river, and limited opportunities 
for further engagement with the majority of the river.

Finally, looking at proposed improvements and 
restorations to the area, I started off by calling my Dad, who 
knows the area much better than I do. From a performance 
and bike riding side, he wanted to see better lighting and 
maintenance to the area to make it more inviting, as he 
also expressed a concern for safety along the bike path. I 
would add more engagements from the bike paths to the 
river to create more connection points than the only one 
that exists downtown, and try to recreate the ecological 
and visual feel that the river has through the mountains 
which is easily accessible for recreation with lower grasses 
and vegetation. Focus on vegetation, as well as other 
infrastructure improvements, to aid with the cleanup 
of pollutants, in order to further engage the industrial 
portion of the river.

Bike path along the South Platte River

Confluence Park, on the South Platte River in DenverDifferent settings along the South Platte River basin (USGS, 2014).
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unpacking the built & natural environments
Relationships with the Landscape and Environmental Factors

The different environmental factors listed in the reading 
all demonstrate the importance of understanding the 
relationship between operations of the existing natural 
world and how human interact with it. I believe 
that the two most significant environmental factors 
influencing the built environment are water and soils. 
Starting off, I undoubtedly believe that water is one of 
the most important resources and has greatly impacted 
human settlements in the past, a trend that will continue 
differently into the coming future. Throughout history, 
cities were established based on their proximity to water 
sources for water and food sources, ranging from the 
coasts, rivers, and lakes. The establishment of more 
modern technology (like aquifers) has enabled human to 
live farther away from water, but the growth of population 
coupled with the mismanagement of water resources 
has led to a depletion of our water sources. Dealing with 
relationship of the built and natural environment 
will determine the longevity of our cities with or 
without the existing environment, if we are unable to 
preserve this co-existence. Not only are humans facing 
the problem of too little water, but also dealing with how to 
handle the increase of water levels, as sea levels continue 
to rise and threaten coastal cities. This will continue to 
affect how coasts are going to transform and how the major 
populating cities on the coasts will interact. The second 
environmental factor that I think is important is soils, for 
how they are currently changing and will determine usage 
of spaces. Looking to Cairo as an example, the area was 
settled in ancient times as a suitable agricultural land 

at a price of the lives of different animal species and 
vegetation that would not be able to safely live in 
these smaller and more urban areas. I see now how 
this topic connects to looking at the value of life from 
humans and animals as we debated in class, which is 
still a very hard topic to look at. Like I talked about in the 
preservationist vs. conservationist debate, I have always 
had much love for people like John Muir who are immense 
proponents of maintaining existing natural areas. In my 
life however, having greater experience and knowledge of 
the challenges that communities face (specifically lower 
income neighborhoods), I believe that people should have 
a right to access green space in close proximity. I think in an 
ideal society, we would have a combination of all different 
types of integration, mixed together like a quilt, to 
provide both people and nature as much equality 
and opportunity as possible. I think for the sake of this 
argument I would lean towards the mixed integration. 
Just because the multitudes of green space wouldn’t 
be exactly spread out as is described in the fragmented 
versions, there are other alternatives to established about 
green space that could still be integrated within the dense 
landscapes like plazas and parks. As much as I want to see 
equal amounts of green space awarded equally to all 
people, I don’t think I can get one hundred percent behind 
splitting it up and separating it, seemingly just for people 
to use. Trying to achieve balance will be key to any major 
planning and deciding relationships going forward into the 
future, and I don’t know if we’ll find it by only picking one 
of these relationships.

from its fertile soils, but has since lost some of its richness 
since the construction of the dam and extreme rate of 
construction in the region. Topsoils that provide nutrients 
for vegetation to grow are being lost and eroded, as well 
as being compromised by development, and will limit soil 
stability and ability for vegetation to grow there. Specifically 
looking at the interaction between native, agricultural and 
built land, planners and designers are going to have to 
look at managing that relationship to preserve soils that 
are being stripped of nutrients by harmful practices and 
injection of chemicals from human use. I find both water 
and soils to be the most important because of the danger 
the present to future development if people don’t change 
their ways and continue on this path of ignorance instead 
of acknowledging environmental impacts and take efforts 
for preservation.

Looking at the continuum we debated in class, I am really 
torn between the two sides for their different focuses 
on social and/or environmental protection. I am a large 
proponent of maintaining our untouched and expansive 
forest land to preserve habitat and animal species that 
will disappear with development. However, on the human 
side, I love the idea of having fragmented green space 
spread through cities so that more people will have equal 
access. This fragmented form seems very utopian and 
idealistic, like sometime you would see in a movie, where 
everyone from every socio-economic background would 
be offered the same opportunities and amount of green 
space. This difference between the two seems to come Diagram depicting the continuum be-

tween a dense, fragmented and mixed 
ecological integration (Gohar, 2018)

Flooding in Maryland causing communities to be left “chronically inundated” (TMN)

Growing crops in Azerbijan combatting climate change and soil changes (Azernews)
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people’s right to the city
Investigating the Role of Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs

Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs were 
two very influential figures in the 
development of cities in post World 
War II era into the rising conflict of the 
Cold War. Moses rose to prominence 
after publishing a “lengthy evaluation of 
Haussmann’s efforts in an architectural 
journal” (5). It effectively details what 
Haussmann had done in Paris and 
examined his mistakes, but ultimately 
wanted the European planner to be 
known “one of the greatest urbanists of 
all time” (5). Similarly to Haussmann, 
Moses also looked at changing the 
scale of thinking, specifically around 
the New York City area. Through the 
creation of debt-financed highways 
and infrastructural construction and 
large-scale suburbanization of whole 
metropolitan regions, he sought to 
mitigate the “surplus product and 
thereby helped resolve the capital 
surplus absorption problem” (5). 
Moses was ultra-focused on creating 

financial gain and spurring economic 
development in the area, this developed 

created a new way of life, altered the political landscape, 
and played a “crucial role in the stabilization of global 
capitalism after World War II” (5). However, Moses’ plans 
regularly limited and exiled minority populations in 

processes of eminent domain, leading to the revolts. The 
social and ethical values of Moses’ proposals, though 
largely ignored by the man himself, were embraced 
by traditionalists and led by Jane Jacobs, who sought 
“counter the brutal modernism of Moses’ projects with 
a localized neighborhood aesthetic. Opposite of 
Moses, these people are against suburbanized form, its 
consequences of social interaction and destruction of 
traditional neighborhoods in favor new business, housing, 
and overall development that favors economic gain 
instead of social cohesion and preservation through 
loss of public space. Jacobs and her supporters value 
diversity and mixed-use space and did incredible work 
that lead to the preservation of iconic buildings and 
neighborhoods that would have otherwise been 
destroyed from the greedy totality of Moses’ proposed 
highway/transportation-centric development.

Harvey heavily expresses his interest in the connection 
between the economic power of capitalism and its 
influence on social divide and urban planning. He cites 
the “history of the politics of McCarthyism and the Cold 
War” that lead to political repression and capital surplus 
problem, and was subsequently accompanied by social 
protests following implementations by Robert Moses 
(5). Throughout the reading, Harvey does a good job 
of analyzing the reasoning behind Moses’ thinking but 
ultimately disregards this urbanization as harmful to 
social groups and a non-idealistic path to efficient urban 
planning. He expresses his disdain for the government’s 

An artist’s sketch from 1959 of the proposed Lower Manhattan 

Washington Square Park in 2016, the park saved by Jane Jacobs and her sup in 2016. 

Greenwich Village residents protests against Robert Moses’s 
plans to build the Lower Manhattan Expressway. 

acquisition of land, talks about how easily slums can be 
taken over (sometimes violently), with often times little 
compensation, in order to leave the land to developers– 
something that can be seen in the United States as an 
“abuse of rights of eminent domain to displace long-
term residents” (11). Harvey says, “Urbanization we may 
conclude has played a crucial role in the absorption of 
capital surpluses and has done so at every increasing 
geographical scales, but the price of burgeoning process 
of creative destruction that entails the dispossession of 
the urban masses of any right to the city whatsoever”. 
While I think that Harvey acknowledges the successes 
of Moses’ approach for aiding economic growth, Harvey 
expresses that “the answer is bound to be much more 
complex precisely because the urban process is now 
global in scope…the political signs suggest that most of 
the population is saying ‘enough is enough’” (12) Harvey 
believes that future development should be control by 
democratic and public interest instead of private ones, 
and that the diverse social moments look at urban 
development should converge on a singular aim of gaining 
greater control over the uses of the surplus” (14). Finally, 
Harvey stating that “democratization of the right to the 
city and the construction of a broad social movement to 
enforce its will is imperative”, submits his ideas against a 
limited and elite control of development, and is his final 
advice for future development (14). Though I am not sure 
of how this will play out in the future of how it would be 
effectively used as an implementation tool, I think this 

is a good balance to mitigating the ideas proposed by 
Moses and allowing the social issues to be prominent 
from the work of Jane Jacobs. I think that preserving 
neighborhoods is a very important key to saving 
the character and the uniqueness of what defines 
cities, and if we compromise this for solely hierarchical 
economic gain then cities will be stripped of what they are 
known and special for. Those that followed Jane Jacobs 
fought for the preservation of their communities and 
parks and were rewarded with priceless architecture, 
important park spaces, and a character that makes New 
York City what it is today.
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movement: social and envrionmental
Social Movement, New Social Movement, and Environmental Movement

Social movements have been an important part of human 
history since the earliest formal gatherings of civilization. 
It’s an important part of protest and expression of opinion 
that allows for masses to gather and speak louder than 
they ever could standing alone. A social movement is a 
loosely organized, but sustained campaign that supports 
an the implementation or prevention of a change.

Social Movement: Women’s Suffrage Movement
Country: United States, but took place in the late 19th 
and early to mid 20th century across multiple countries.
Banner: the aim of the movement was to advocate for the 
right of women to vote in elections.

The movement actually began in 1848 at a women’s 
right convention in Seneca Falls, New York, and the 
movement evolved over the next 50 years to involve public 

Banner: Protest the district School Board to oppose the 
censorship of history and advocate for better education.
Campaign: While multiple major factors contributed to 
the the protests(including teacher pay and standardized 
testing), the deciding and motivating factor was the 
school board push to edit the AP US History curriculum to 
“promote patriotism and discourage civil disorder in the 
history curriculum” (Nashrulla, 2014). Following a mass 
teacher sick-out to protest the school board decision, 
hundreds of students across the district held protests to 
challenge the school board, organized by social media, 
media coverage, and the formation of a leading group 
(started by my friends!) Jeffco Stand Up. By the conclusion 
of the protests, the students were joined by parents, 
community members, and teachers across the state that 
were compelled to also fight to oppose censorship of 
education.

Finally, looking at environmental movements, these 
are extensions of new social movements that share an 
important interaction with politics, relationships among 
participants, and desire for resolution of the issue.
Environmental Movement: Climate March
Country: United States, April 2017.
Banner: advocate for the recognition of climate change 
and an important social justice issue (Fandos, 2017).
Campaign: The protest was lead by a diverse cast of 
people, from celebrities like Al Gore, to “ordinary people: 
the immigrants, indigenous people, laborers, coastal 
dwellers and children, who organizers say are most 

education of the “validity of woman suffrage” (NWHM, 
2018). Two groups, the National Woman’s Party (under 
leader Alice Paul and more radical) and the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association (under leader of 
Carrie Chapman Catt and more moderate), helped lead 
to institutional change in the United States. The NAWSA 
took measures to “enfranchise women in individual 
states, and simultaneously lobbed President Wilson 
and Congress to pass a woman suffrage Constitutional 
Amendment”, with membership counted in the millions. 
(NWHM, 2018). Due to the work of both of these groups, 
“The 19th Amendment, enfranchising women, was finally 
ratified. This victory is considered the most significant 
achievement of women in the Progressive Era” and is 
considered the “single largest extension of democratic 
voting rights in our nation’s history.” (NWHM, 2018)

The New Social Movement are a more modern evolution 
of tradition social movements that transcend traditional 
borders. A new social movement differs from a social 
movement because of its characteristics, which include 
having diverse relationships between participants, has a 
non-typical/marxist uprising, having multiple beliefs and 
not being based solely around economic/class based 
issues. Also, a typical new socialist movement is usually 
decentralized and the relationship between individuals 
and collective is blurred.
New Social Movement: Jeffco students and teacher 
protests.
Country: Denver, Colorado USA in September of 2014.

vulnerable to the effects of a changing 
climate” (Fandos, 2018). Like the Jeffco 
Stand Up protest, these people were 
more united by cause and purpose than 
unifying personal characteristics and 
like Manuel Castells notes, are driven by 
emotions.

While the three different evolutions share 
differences that make them unique, 
they all fall under the banner of social 
movements and aim to achieve the 
same goals by created networks of like 
minded people to expand influence and 
advocate for their political change. The 
movements make different attempts to 
inspire change that will be ultimately 
beneficial to the preservation of a 
balanced way of life, historic education 
and existing climate conditions. While 
individually each movement does not 
reach all aspect of life that need to be 
addressed, them working together will 
provided the greatest results of change, 
so in the future, a more united effort 
combining all focuses will enable the 
preservation of both social equality and ecological 
communities that are at risk by the trajectory of 
human growth. 

College day in the picket line during the Women’s Suffrage movement (Library of Congress).

Over 70 students at Standley Lake school board 
protests (JeffcoStandUp)

Man wearing polar bear costume during rally in 
Washington D.C (New York Times)
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deforestation & urbanization
Deforestation & Urbanization

Rapid development of cities today has created hubs of 
activity, social interaction, and economic production. 
However, cities have begun to urbanize at a scale that has 
never been seen before, especially in countries like Africa 
and Southeast Asia in the Global South, where planning 
practices and regulations are unable to mitigate the 
rapid growth in scale. This rural to urban migration 
is a culmination of different factors that pull people in 
rural, less developed areas to more urban centers. While 
there are many factors that are influencing the increase 
of this phenomenon, the top three causes are economic 
opportunities, population increase, and social benefits and 
services. Firstly, shifts towards cities can be evidenced by 
changing job markets and opportunities that are prominent 
in more urban centers. Agricultural jobs are becoming less 
common due to the rise of technology, so the job market 
is moving towards commercialization and industrialization 
which is also more concentrated in cities than rural areas, 
and entices migration when unemployment befalls more 
and more families. Secondly, the rapid urbanization of 
cities is partly to accommodate for increases in population 
in the surrounding communities. While external migration 
to the city will account for more residents in the cities, 
natural population growth as plays a very large role in 
compressing on the resources that cities offer (housing, 
jobs, food), and force expansion in density and outward as 
sprawling suburbs. Like the rapid growth and urbanization 
of Cairo, the rise of slums and dense population growth will 
only continue to lead to further growth to accommodate 
for natural growth. Lastly, cities not only offer concrete 

infrastructure and amenities that entice migration like jobs 
and housing, but also social benefits that pull residents 
towards the cities. Urban areas offer more education, more 
(and sometimes better) housing and access to healthcare. 
Also, many will be pushed to migrate to cities for safety from 
fleeing from conflict or other harmful events. While rapid 
urbanization is not necessarily negative, it needs to be 
mitigated and planned to allow for preservation of the 
natural environment.

Deforestation is an unintended, but very prominent effect 
of rapid urbanization that is leading to permanent effects 
on native ecosystems. To restore the ecological balance, we 
need to take steps to mitigate deforestation by committing 
to laws and regulations, encouraging green business 
production, and replanting degraded forest systems. 
Encouraging the preservation of theses natural systms 
with social interventions seems to be a very powerful 
and effective movement. The promotion of laws and 
regulations to promote environmental sustainability has 
risen to prominence in the last 20 years to manage harmful 
human activities. International efforts like the UN 2015 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Climate Deals 
are both examples at united pushes for greater regulation. 
A specific example of successful regulatory measures was 
created by Brazil in a joint effort with Norway to reduce 
deforestation of the Amazon Rainforest. At both the state 
and federal levels, the country expanded protected areas 
and reserves, and promoted indigenous control of the forest 
through official endorsement to stop illegal encroachment. 

In addition, enforcement of logging laws showed the 
government’s commitment to environmental protection 
and led to 67% drop in the rate of deforestation (Union 
of Concerned Scientists, 2011). Secondly, incorporating 
more green practices into industrial and commercial 
production would also continue to promote environmental 
preservation. Primarily focusing on reducing resources like 
plastics, paper, and wood will be beneficial and limit the 
need for constant consumption of natural resources. An 
example of a green business is the Chicago paper company 
GPA, which uses “calcium carbonate and limestone-
derived mineral powders to make the paper”, instead of 
cutting down trees and using paper (Knufken, 2009). Lastly, 
focusing on replanting/ reforesting already degraded 
areas will help to restore the areas to their previous state 
and undo previously harmful acts. While this process is 
a long process and involves many participants (local/
regional governments, communities, etc), it’s long-term 
restorative benefits will be important for the future of 
the community. An example of a large-scale reforestation 
effort is again in Brazil, where the group Conservation 
International plans to plant 73 million trees and restore 
70,000 acres that have been cleared as pastureland 
(Townsend, 2017). Not only will this measure restore the 
previously forest land, but also help to reabsorb carbon 
emissions and promote other environmental services that 
reforestation can offer. Overall, these methods to combat 
deforestation will ultimately be a necessary measure to take 
as the world continues to become more urbanized.

Deforestation in the Maranhão state of Brazil, 2016. (Wikipedia)

Squatter village around Pasig area Manile Philippines, 2016 (Concept Central).
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sarasota bayfront masterplan
Landscape Project Evaluation on the Neighborhood Scale

Project: Sarasota Bayfront Master
Location: Sarasota, Florida USA

This is an ongoing project concerning 53 acres of publicly 
owned land along Sarasota’s bayfront, headed by Gina 
Ford, her firm Agency, and former firm Sasaki. Sarasota is 
a town of about 50,000 people, with a significant industry 
dependent on tourism and summer industries. While 
there is a large affluent (and largely caucasian) population, 
including a large population that only lives in the area for a 
portion of the year, thirty percent of the population is also 
African American or Latino, and has strong cultural ties to 
the area. In this rapidly developing area being dominated 
by high rise condos and rentals, the site is being 
compromised of its cultural heritage and ecological 
diversity. The Sarasota Bayfront Planning Organization 
and the city were looking to establish a performing arts 

both unique and a precedent for future public projects. 
Recognizing that the site was serving the population that 
was hesitant to show up for public meetings and cast their 
votes on certain design issues, Gina Ford and her team 
took certain steps to ensure that all voices were heard. In 
addition to regular community meetings and open house, 
she held live online videos that allowed over 7,000 people 
to view the discussion about the area. Gina also help hold 
site tours, stakeholder focus groups, and met with youth 
groups to get the word about the design proposals and 
receive feedback about what amenities and programming 
that community would like to see. Another aspect of this 
design that this project does well is that the design team 
has begun to phase the design to try to draw in activity 
to the area as the rest of the site begins to be built. By 
focusing on the main street in front of the project and 
proving street improvements, the site becomes more 
activated and begins to formulate the connection that the 
community will have with this area. I think this was a smart 
move, and one I think that will pay off as the project is 
constructed.

It’s very difficult for me to be critical of this project because 
of all the lengths that the design team went to to be able 
to receive input from the whole community that allowed 
it to have different and diverse views and opinions. One 
thing, however, that I think the design should improve 
on is the transit and accessibility of the area. Gina Ford 
talked about this project at the ASLA conference and 
pictured it as a cultural meeting places for the minority 

hub that would engage the surrounding community and 
activate the waterfront. Three different designs were 
proposed to the community: one which “shifted” the 
focus on the site towards the horizon of the bay, another 
that created an island that allowed more interaction 
with the water, and a third which used “green fingers” 
to bridge the connection of the bay to the community. 
After proposing these iterations, the community was able 
to come together and culminate a hybrid design of the 
three proposals. This new design includes a performing 
arts center, municipal auditorium, event lawn, amphi                                        
theater, and includes other site amenities such as an 
‘adventure play’ area, pedestrian pier, waterfront trail, and 
canal district for boats. Not only does the site offer social 
gathering and recreational opportunities for the 
surrounding residents, but increases the relationship 
and interactions with the environment that they did 
not have previously, by creating activities for engagement 
and educational opportunities with the waterfront.

While the design of this site is certainly significant 
and beautifully thought an looks successful in its 
preliminary phase, the project is an important example 
of incorporating and thinking about underserved 
populations throughout the design process. Throughout 
this class, we’ve talked a lot about marrying 
preservation with urbanization, and I think this 
not only applies to ecological preservation, but to 
the preservation of culture and heritage of an area. 
The process to which this is achieved makes this project 

population, but the site is 
dominated by vehicular 
transit as the primary form 
of transportation. While the 
design does incorporate 
pedestrian bridges and 
pathways throughout the site, 
more public modes (buses, 
trolley, etc) would further 
activate the area and make it 
more accessible to those that 
do not live nearby the water. While the designers may not 
have a lot of say on this matter, further communication 
with the city would help to advocate and bring attention 
to this issue.

As the mayor of Sarasota, I would definitely vote yes for 
this project because it does such a good job of rethinking 
about the normal scope and parameters of a typical 
design proposal and community master plan. Instead of 
focusing on the quickest and easiest way to garner input 
for a little representation of the population, the design 
team went out of their way to engage, preserve and 
protect the diverse cultural heritage of the area 
while also incorporating environmental concerns. 
Overall, though the project isn’t yet built, I think it has 
the opportunity to have positive social and economic 
impacts to the Sarasota community and should have 
the opportunity to set an example for future community 
designs.

Rendering depicting the potential buildout of the recommended master plan. (Agency)

Rendering of the community intteracting with the bay. (Sasaki)
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the grand bayway
Assessments of Inter-state Development Projects

Project: The Grand Bayway
Location: San Francisco, CA
Team: Common Ground (TLS Landscape 
Architecture)
Size: ~60 square miles

This project encompasses “an area 
larger than San Francisco” and spans 
from “Highway 37 and Mare Island to the 
south, across vast wetlands in varying 
states of recovery or inundation”, in 
an area that has very limited access 
by either foot or vehicle (Resilient By 
Design). State Route 37 is affected 
by heavy traffic and is continuously 
flooded by sea level rise, as it sits atop 
a “precarious levee” that restricts tidal 
flows (Resilient By Design). The area 
has been manipulated over the last 150 
years by dikes and levees, agricultural 
conversion, and sea level manipulation. 
After being cut off from “tidal exchange 
and watershed runoff”, the Baylands 
began to subside due to soil depletion 
from the agricultural uses and loss in 

natural sediment deposits, and some zones dropping 
between 7-8 feet below sea level (Resilient By Design). 
The land is not only the home of fertile soils, but also 
the location of disadvantaged neighborhoods in the Bay 
Area that often has little say of development are at most 

Resilient by Design Jury for the “greatest ecological 
potential and sensitive perspective of the interactions 
among nature, infrastructure and people”, and works 
to look at how cities grow “along their shorelines by 
putting much more focus on people, habitat and healthy 
connections with the Bay” (Resilient By Design).

The ideas promoted in this project are themes and concepts 
that Bay Area, in addition to coastal cities across the world, 
need to start promoting. I think the idea of an elevated 
transit corridor is good from an environmental standpoint, 
but may compromise social interaction at a high economic 
risk. I think the transit corridor for the pedestrians, bikes 
and train lines could be successful, but the vehicle transit 
corridor worries me. From a safety standpoint, it would be 
difficult for emergency services to provide aid if something 
were to happen along these roadways, and I think the 
elevated aspect would detract/deject existing and potential 
businesses from existing along the transit corridor. Though 
it promotes ecological health and longevity, I do not think 
this project economically sustainable, and these two 
components should be evaluated equally for consideration 
of this project.

Though the idea may have some really applicable ideas 
at this point in time, the overall implementation raises 
too many questions for me to allow it to be implemented 
in its current stage. The project competition even states 
that in order for the project to move forward, greater 
communication needs to be made with the “environmental 

risk of sea level rise and seismic challenges (Resilient By 
Design). This project looks at reimagining this roadway 
as a multifunctional, “elevated scenic byway” that creates 
a gateway to the ecological open space. The Grand 
Bayway will be accessible to “runners, kayakers, campers, 
and fishermen”, while also promoting environmental 
sustainability. High 37 is raised on 20 foot high columns 
that allow “tidal flows and marsh migration to return”, 
while also promoting diverse forms of transportation with 
pedestrian, bike and train paths (using existing freight 
lines.)

This proposal is a very needed and visionary look at 
transforming infrastructure to accommodate for our ever-
changing environmental and social landscapes, especially 
along this Bay Area coast. Not only does this project focus 
on the trying to improve and preserve the unique 
marshland by elevating the roadway, but also focuses 
on the human relationship with this area. Revitalized 
train stops along ghost towns are to be revived for cultural 
education “using narratives of those who have lived with 
these lands in the past”. The project proposal balances 
human needs (transportation), with the necessary 
provisions and protections of the natural environment, 
such as an ecological laboratory to “re-engage” sediment 
deposits and “cultivate biodiversity with floating wetlands 
and other natural/ bio-engineered means”. The Green 
Bayway offers access to the open space below that was 
previously hidden from the public, while still maintaining 
a naturalistic focus. This project was recognized by the 

community and local transportation 
advocates” (Resilient By Design). 
The financial cost from a project of 
this magnitude would obviously be 
significant, but the ecological impacts 
of this proposal help to justify this to a 
small extent. The project does achieve 
its goals and revitalizing the existing 
and ignored naturalized corridor, but 
I also think that greater attention 
can be shown to the underserved 
minority population and how they 
have access to the area.

Sustainable Guidelines for Preservation
– Create a separate/accompanying master plan for 
communities surrounding the Bayway to ensure adequate 
transportation and connection to local/prominent industry 
to support sustainable economic growth
– Invest in renewable energy sources to provide electricity 
for the greenway, either solar or tidal stream generators.
– Encourage sustainable social growth and integration 
by creating connection between the wealthy and 
struggling neighborhoods through public space (plazas, 
parks, etc.) and educational opportunities.
– Avoid gentrification by dedicating 50% percent of future 
residential development as affordable housing.
– Preserve the integrity of the marshland by restricting 
encroaching development, and designate the area as a 
protected state or federal land.

Proposed bike trail and elevated SR37 roadway. (Resiliency by Design)

Aerial drawing of the proposed Bayway. (Resiliency by Design)
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lotus lake national wetland park
International Development Project: Assessment & Suggested Improvement

Project: Lotus Lake National Wetland Park
Location: Tieling City, Liaoning Province, China
Client Tieling City Planning Bureau
Designer: Beijing Tsinghua Urban Planning & Design 
Institute
Size: 629-hectares

Lotus Lake was originally a freshwater marsh until it was 
transformed into a reservoir for irrigation into the 1960s, 
and over the course of 50 years, compromised the water 
quality and depleted water levels from toxic sewage and 
lack of habitat diversity. Regardless, the area provides a 
crucial habitat along the migratory path of East Asia for 
165 bird species, including 18 internationally or nationally 
endangered species (ASLA 2012). Development of the 
Tieling New City presented opportunities to enhance to 
the reservoir and promote coexistence between humans 
and nature, so the government established a 4,700 hectare 

National Wetland Park, with 629-hectare 
area around the lake to become the core 
habitat protection area (ASLA 2012). 
Improvements to the site were designed 
to limit human interference, and promote 
biodiversity by creating forest woodland, 
forest edge shrub-and-grass and brush 
habitat (ASLA 2012). The protection area 
incorporates new embankments built 
50 meters away from existing ones to 
promote the protection of mature trees, 
as well as to create more habitat diversity 

humans and animals. Around 230 native plant materials 
are implemented, and the water in the reservoir is 
managed to treat and recycle grey water and stormwater. 
The site creates social benefits through public access to 
areas of the park for recreation, environmental education, 
and community outreach. Raising environmental 
awareness fosters stewardship and will enable more 
projects like Lotus Lake around the country. The site is 
an economic generator from the notoriety gained for the 
push for environmental stewardship, which had increased 
Tieling’s national reputation.

Lotus Lake needs to improve in some areas. One that was 
observed is how the project seems to be more passive 
than active. While there are opportunities for activity, the 
project is more passive. The design is specific to ecological 
aspects ad educating the public, but it lacks a stronger 
integration with the surrounding community. The project 
focuses on many ecological aspects and the architects 
focused on providing space for migratory birds. While it is 
important for migratory birds to have a space, the project 
lacked a consideration or discussion on how Lotus Lake 
works with other species.

As the UN secretary general, this project would be 
approved because it is providing a much needed 
ecological service by cleaning and enhancing the 
environment. The project promotes environmental 
awareness and creating stewardship, which 
would make our country implement more of these 
projects. The renovations to Lotus Lake not only provide 

and complexity. Zoning was designated with different 
management plans to promote wildlife protection and 
public amenities for local residents. The site promotes 
ecological health as a part of a 67-hectare Treatment 
Wetland Zone water system by cleansing 60,000 tons of 
grey water per day, and the first city in Liaoning Province 
to have its entire sewage fully treated before discharging 
into Liao River (ASLA 2012). Three artificial islands, every 
30 hectares in area, creating foraging and breeding habitat 
for the migratory birds. While much of the site is dedicated 
to wildlife habitat and natural vegetation, the Southern 
Recreation Zone promotes human activities such as bird 
watching, hiking, visiting the museum and exploring Lotus 
Lake.

Lotus Lake has four overarching goals:
To restore the ecological functions and ecosystem services 
of the existing wetland, water quality protection, wildlife 
habitat, flooding risk and retention of water for irrigation.
Enhance the overall ecosystem heald of the health with a 
long-term management regime (ASLA 2012)
Create engaging public open space with social amenities 
such as recreation and environmental education.

There are four parts of this design the provide benefits 
to the immediate environment and regional 
community. The ecology is improved by enhancing the 
habitat diversity, water quality, and biodiversity. The Water 
Treatment Zone and new embankments reinvigorate the 
degraded marshland and provide amenities for both 

a needed ecological improvement to the area, but also 
provides economic growth while cleaning and enhancing 
the landscape. The planning and design efforts of this 
project beforehand ensure care into the longevity and 
sustainability of the design, and therefore should be 
given the opportunity to be realized.

3 Direct Improvements:
– Provide more engaging active space for visitors to promote 
greater activity and knowledge of the area. These will include: 
exterior classroom spaces, a small amphitheater for local 
events and concerts, and more signage among the different 
ecosystem improvement to advocate for their application.
– Integrate the community with the project to promote 
environmental stewardship through dedicated annual 
activities and festivals that bring the residents to integrate 
further with the area.
– Dedicate future funding to other animal species. With the 
funding, learning centers and specific habitats would be 
created.

Overlook of Phoenix Mountain (Resiliency by Design)Plan of the proposed improvements. (Resiliency by Design)
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vision statment (revisited)

Final Vision Statement

We are all ruled in what we do by impulses; and these impulses 
are so organized that our actions in general serve for our self 
preservation and that of the race.

When you realize the value of all life, you dwell less on what is
 past and concentrate more on the preservation of the future.

Dian Fossey
“ ”

As a landscape architect, my vision statement is to create space that 
promotes, enhances, and sustains outdoor space that unites the natural 
and built environment. I design with Olmsted’s and John Muir’s vision 
in mind— I prioritize social equity with the preservation of the natural 
environment. The growth and changing population of people must be 
accounted for in order to design efficient space that accommodates all 
forms of life and future expansion to protect vulnerable natural areas.
The future of landscape architecture will involve greater interaction with 
buildings as rapid urbanization and population growth jeopardizes city 
centers. It will influence architecture an engineerings, as those professions 
will have to take greater account of incorporating precious moments and 
exposure to the outside realm. As gentrification becomes a greater risk to 
vulnerable communities, landscape architecture will have to work harder 
to preserve the integrity and lifestyles of these areas through planning, 
transportation and accessibility. We will have to take greater care to 
protect the natural environment as we grow, and play a crucial role on the 
path to healthy coexistence.
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