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“We stand now where two roads diverge. But unlike the 
roads in Robert Frost’s familiar poem, they are not equally 
fair. The road we have long been traveling is deceptively 
easy, a smooth superhighway on which we progress 
with great speed, but at its end lies disaster. The other 
fork of the road- the one less traveled by- offers our last, 
our only chance to reach a  destination that assures the 
preservation of the earth.”
-Rachel Carson
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 Landscape Architecture and Planning 
of various cities throughout each era have 
really influenced the cities and landscapes 
that we know today. This change of planning 
throughout America began to come into play 
between 1890 and 1920, when population 
growth and industrial development started 
to take over. This phase of economic and 
population growth began to take a negative 
toll on the environmental quality throughout 
the United States. Green spaces found within 
cities was becoming more remote, because 
of the need for accommodate all of the new 
populations and up and coming businesses. 
Once the industrial revolution ended, urban 
parks and playground movement began to 
develop  throughout many cities. Movements 
such as the “City Beautiful” and “Garden 
Cities” began to look at the overall “quality of 

the environment and public health (Daniels, 
182).”
 The second era started to assess 
ecological planning of many areas while 
combining many ideas from the Garden City 
movement, which took a closer look at the 
conservation of natural areas. During this 
era, John Muir’s ideas of creating a “regional 
economic development linked with ecological 
planning (Daniels, 183)” so that people could 
make this transition between civilization and 
the wild began to be discussed. Also, Gifford 
Pinchot’s ideas of conserving part of the 
natural resource, but expanding only to a 
certain boundary was discussed. Although 
more initiative  was beginning to take place 
with conserving natural resources, the top 
priority was to create continual economic 
growth in each city. I believe that this era was 

History  and Evolution of Environmental 
and Landscape Planning

significant, because people such as Muir 
and Pinchot began to see that people were 
beginning to destroy the natural environment 
and were pressed to make changes. Although 
not much was done to really preserve the 
environment during this era, I believe that 
the ideas of these men, began to stir in other 
influential people’s minds, which began to 
create positive, lasting impacts for the future.
 In the third era, many people began 
to take notice that the cities were getting 
very dirty and pollution was a big issue. This 
realization helped  to begin implementation 
of “healthier, more attractive places to live, 
work, and create (Daniels, 185).” During the 
fourth era, different types of energy became 
very big, environmental issue. Because of our 
new dependence on oil, people began to move 
farther away from the city core, resulting in city 
sprawl forming. On the flip side, a positive that 
occurred in this era was that the internet was 
expanding, so there was better data through 
GIS and other computer modeling. 
 Lastly, in the fifth era, our society is 
beginning to address  sustainability throughout 
our systems. America is now beginning to 
realize that the environmental quality of our 
world is very important. We have began to 
create designs that will create minimal impact 
to the environment and thinking about how 
we can continue to save water and energy. I 
believe that this era is also one of the more 

Based on the lecture and discussions in class, identify the main milestones discussed through 
the different eras. Select  the most significant two in your own views and describe them in further 
details explaining the reasons of their importance.
In couple of lines indicate if you agree more with Muir or Pinchot and why?

significant, because everyone is beginning to 
do what they can to make positive changes for 
the environment. Although many of the issues 
that have occurred to the environment can 
not be completely reversed, our society has 
began to make positive impacts regarding the 
matter of resilient landscapes and bettering the 
environment. With climate change being a big 
concern, it is important for us to take our role 
as stewards of the environment seriously. John 
Muir and Gifford Pinchot had influential ideas 
concerning the natural environment and how 
we should protect it. John Muir believed that 
conserving all of the natural environment and 
leaving it untouched by humans was the best 
option. Gifford Pinchot believed that human 
population is going to continue to grow, so 
expanding onto part of the untouched land, 
and then protecting the other half was ideal. I 
personally agree with John Muir. I believe that 
instead of sprawling our newfound human 
populations out onto untouched land, we 
should begin to think more about our cities. 
I believe that our cities are going through an 
era of change and as Landscape Architects 
and Planners, we need to create our cities so 
that these extra populations will be able to live 
and thrive. Also, it is important to protect the 
natural environment to we can continue to 
make environmentally friendly decisions that 
will continue to impact future generations.

How climate change has impacted the history of the environment.
 Throughout the many different eras, there seemed to be a slow shift in how humans 
began to see the surrounding climate. The first, second and third era’s seemed to focus 
on profit and how each human would make a livlihood, even if this were to wreck the 
environment. Towards the end of the third era, people began to see how their actions had 
created terrible environmental impacts, such as pollution and contamination of the water 
ways. Although people began to notice the negative changes occuring, greed played a role in 
the fourth era. With new and different types of energy emerging, everyone seemed to jump at 
the idea of extra pay, knowing these actions would continue to harm the environment. Lastly, 
in the fifth era, it seems as if many humans are becoming  concerned with the state of our 
environment. Many movements are happening to try to save what’s left of our envioronment. I 
believe that it is important to not lose hope and to continue to band together and fight back to 
save our environment.
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The LAF Declaration, New LAF Declaration,  
and Everything in Between
The Landscape Architecture Foundation have developed two “declarations of concern” one in 1966 and one in 2016 with 60 years different. Write in 
no more than two pages, your assessment of the original  declaration, and the new declaration, and compare and contrast the similarities and differ-
ences between both in the light of the times they were developed. End with a paragraph sharing your own opinion if we as landscape architects are 
making progress in addressing the concerns in both declarations or not? And are we moving forward progressively / positively, or not?

Review the  Declaration, the New Declaration and the Lecture/Video titled: “Less a Declaration than Some Thoughts” (all on the class-material tab) 
then write your reflections and critical overview on the directions we are heading to.

  The 1966 Landscape Declaration 
begins by talking about coming together as 
a society to lower crises, which began to 
occur throughout America. The declaration 
specifically mentions how “Lake Erie is 
becoming septic, New York City’s shortage 
of water, and the Potomac River has sewage 
and silt (LAF, 1966).” With all the problems 
that began to form throughout America, 
one solution may not be able to be the only 
solution. We as humans are dependent of 
nature, so it is our duty as humans to take care 
of our environment (LAF, 1966). The 2016 
Landscape Declaration begins by discussing 
the fact that humans need “food, water, 
oxygen (LAF, 1966),” which should come 
from and return back to the landscape (LAF, 

1966). The reading goes on to discuss how 
climate change has affected the environment 
dramatically with problems, such as “rising 
sea tides, resource depletion, desertification, 
and species extinction (LAR, 1966).” Although 
climate change  is changing the environment, 
it is our duty as Landscape Architectures, “to 
create placers that nourish our deepest needs 
for communion with the natural world, with 
one another, and to serve as the health and 
well being of all communities (LAF 2016).” It 
is important that as Landscape Architects, we 
take care of our environment and continue to 
design cities that will be able to change with 
how human population is changing.
 The 1966 and 2016 Landscape 
Declarations have many similarities to 

each other. In each declaration, it talks 
about the importance of taking care of our 
environment. The only way that anything 
will be accomplished is if we rally together, 
as landscape architects to make a change. I 
was amazing to see the change in how many 
landscape architects that were concerned 
about our environment compared to 1966. 
When the 1966 Landscape Declaration was 
written, there was a only a few landscape 
architects who expressed their concern, but 
in the 2016 Landscape Declaration, a vast 
amount were concerned. Another common 
trend that was mentioned throughout each 
declaration, was that each expressed the fact 
that many of our natural resources are depleted 
and our way of living will have to change. In the 

2016 Landscape Declaration, when they said, 
“we will  work to cultivate a bold culture of 
inclusive leadership, advocacy and activism in 
our ranks (LAF, 2016),” it shows exactly how 
committed that Landscape Architects have 
become in not only fighting this battle by the 
use of other architects, but also encouraging 
those outside of this job title to take a hard 
look at how they are treating the natural 
environment.
 Overall,  I believe that we as Landscape 
Architects are making progress in addressing 
the concerns in both declarations. I think that 
there is still a long way to go when looking 
at the bigger picture surrounding our natural 
environment, but the amount of people with 
growing concerns has rose, which helps to get 
the word out. Continuing to make conscious 
efforts throughout our designs, will help 
continue to make a more sustainable world. 
Although we may never be able to completely 
come back from the hurt that we have done 
to our environment, we can continue to make 
changes that will start to reverse some of the 
negative effects.
 In the film, “Less a Declaration Than 
Some Thoughts” began to take a look at the 
future. The speaker, Marc Treib talked about 
the fact that many people don’t care about 
sustainability throughout our designs and 
are more worried about the beauty of it. As 
Landscape  Architects, we should not just 

focus on the beauty behind our designs, just 
because that is the focus of many people, 
but we should create designs that achieve 
both beauty and sustainability. This is our 
“responsibility and opportunity (Treib, 2016)” 
to make landscapes that are both appealing to 
all and are efficient for our environment.

How climate change is relevant to the New LAF Declaration:
This world is in continual change. Our duty as Landscape Architects is to create sustainable 
landscapes that help to protect our  changing environments. Everything that we do as 
designers should help to make a lasting impact on the natural environment and the lives of all 
that use these spaces.

View of Tanner Springs Park in Portland, Oregon.
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Rivers and Their Social Connectivity
The article “Social Connectivity of Urban Rivers” provides a framework to understand the relationship between the river the city users. There are 
different typologies that the article uses to unpack this relationship. Select a river that you are familiar with (not mentioned in the paper), and in 
no more than two pages, describe: (i) its environmental profile, (ii) different  types people’s of interactions, (iii) flooding potential, (iv) describe its 
transport system contemporary or historically, (v) describe its three types of connectivity, and (vi) suggest possible improvements/restorations for the 
segment you are familiar with. Be articulate precise and try to cover all the points with depth and clarity.

 The  Niangua River is found in southern 
Missouri, near the Lake of the Ozarks. This 
river is formed in Webster County, where 
there is a fork divide between Niangua River, 
Bennett Spring, and Ha Ha Tonka State Park, 
and then eventually flows into the Osage 
River (Missouri’s Niangua River, 2003). The 
Niangua is fairly rural, because over 90% of 
the area surrounding the river is forested or 
pasture areas, with the last percentage being 
urban or developed areas. This river is not 
known historically for its use in transport. The 
land that surrounds the Niangua is too rural, 
which makes it mainly a tool for recreational 
activities. This area is well known in the 
summer, because people will come down 
from surrounding cities to camp around the 
river. They are able to enjoy areas such as 
Bennett Springs State Park, Ha Ha Tonka State 
Park, Lead Mine Conservation Area, Mule 

Shoe Conservation Area, or enjoying a float 
down the riverside (Niangua River Watershed, 
2016). The water levels usually stay fairly 
low, so the current is not too strong, which is 
perfect for fishing or catching crawdads. When 
the Niangua floods, it is not too damaging 
because of the steep banks and the land that it 
surrounds. The water’s current is stronger and 
people have to stay out of the water, but the 
river goes down fairly quickly.

 When looking at the three types of 
connectivity  along the Niangua, I believe that 
there are areas where this river is lacking. The 
lateral connection is lacking because the river 
banks are steep and somewhat eroded along 
specific parts of the river channel. Also, the 
launch spaces for each float site has really 
corroded the river banks. They have began to 
erode away, creating flatter sides where the 

water will creep into easier. The longitudinal 
connection is decent, because the river 
stays fairly low and people are able to easily 
float down it. Because of this river being in 
a very rural location, boat traffic is not an 
issue. During peak season, (weekends in the 
summer) you will see a lot of people out on the 
water, but the floating pace still goes steadily 
with the current. The vertical connectivity of 
the Niangua River is the strongest connection. 
This river focuses on recreation, such as 
floating, tubing, kayaking, canoeing, fishing, 
wading, swimming, and swinging from ropes 
and branches into the water. One thing that 
Niangua River doesn’t have, is a pedestrian or 
bicycle trail. 

Because of the ways that humans have used 
the Niangua River, it has become polluted 
with trash, as well as changed by man-made 
daming techniques, which control it’s flow 
for sport, such as kayaking, conoeing, and 
floating. The picture to the right shows the 
normal water level of the Niangua River.

Every summer, my  friends and I try to get 
back together for one weekend and float down 
the Niangua River. This is a tradition that we try 
to keep so that we can stay close, no matter 
where life takes us.

View of the Niangua River.

Top view: Picture of all of  us about to head out 
to float along the Niangua River.

Right View: Picture of Sondi Hunter and I on 
the Niangua River.
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Unpacking the Built and Natural Environments
According to discussion in class and the different ways the natural environment influence how we shape our built environment try to summarize some 
of the ideas discussed as follow: (1)  In your first page, in your view, what are the most two significant environmental factors influencing and shaping 
the built environment, and why do you consider them of more importance than the other? and (2) in your second page: Discuss, in your views, and 
according to the ecological and social benefits debated in class, share how to integrate nature in cities on the continuum below:

Dense<––––––––––––>Mixed<––––––––––––>Fragmented

 The natural environment shapes 
the built environment in many ways. Some 
ways that the natural environment impacts 
the built environment is through the water 
cycle, groundwater systems, soil erosion, 
slopes, and population growth. I believe that 
groundwater systems and population growth 
are two significant environmental factors that 
have begun to shape our built environment. 
Groundwater systems are a significant factor 
to me because there is only so much water 
to go around. Cape Town, South  Africa is an 
example of a city that is having water shortage 
issues. This problem of water shortages 
will only get worse, starting in big cities and 
then spreading out into the more rural lands. 
I believe that climate change and population 
growth are only lessening the water table 
making water shortage problems worse. 
Climate change is continuing to make the 

world warmer, resulting in drier landscapes and 
the need for more water to keep ecosystems 
alive. Without water, our planet will turn into 
nothingness. Nothing can live without it. 
Population has become a big issue because 
many of the cities that we know today 
were not built for the numerous amounts of 
population that they now have. The cities are 
beginning to run out of space because of the 
influx of people who are moving there for job 
opportunities or for the city benefits. I believe 
that we as designers and innovative thinkers, 
need to take a second look at the cities that we 
see today and design them around the needs 
of the people who call them home. 
It is important to create natural spaces in 
these built environments, but the question 
is how should the city be organized so that 
all social classes can have outdoor spaces 
to enjoy? I believe that leaning towards the 

more mixed, built and natural environment 
will help because humans will have a better 
connection to the natural environment. I think 
that this is the best option because if the city 
was built for one side that is strictly urban and 
the other to be strictly natural preservation, 
not all of the social classes that are in a city 
will not be able to enjoy the outdoors. One 
thing that a more dense environment would 
have over fragmented or  mixed, is more 
diversity in native plants and animals. Having 
bigger spaces that are mixed with built and 
natural, will still have some native plants and 
animals, but all types of social classes would 
have closer access to the natural spaces. It is 
important to have natural spaces for people 
because of the many benefits that the natural 
environment can give. Studies show that 
humans have less stress and anxiety, as well 
as many other benefits, when interacting with 

nature. If the built versus natural environment 
was dense not as many people would be able 
to enjoy all the positive effects that the natural 
environment can give. The fragmented version 
of built versus natural environment would not 
create fluid ecosystems that many species 
can enjoy, therefore creating bigger spaces 
for both built and natural environments will 
create a happy medium for all of those who are 
involved. 

How Climate  Change affected through 
dense, mixed, and fragmented environments:
Climate  change has began to impact our 
world. I believe that it is important for 
humans to have a connection to the natural 
environment, but I think that the only way the 
environment is going to not be completely 
hindered is if we protect natural spaces that 
haven’t been touched yet. This is the only way 
that animals and native vegetation won’t be 
hurt more fully. I believe that the protection 
of national parks, such as Yosemite and 
Yellowstone are very important to our climate.

View of Yosemite National Park.

View of Yellowstone.
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People’s Right to the City
Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs have well-documented differences in planning cities. What are the 
main 5 characteristics that Robert Moses wanted to see in a city and always promoted. And what 
are the main  5 qualities that Jane Jacob fought to achieve in order to maintain the identity and 
sense of place.

In no more than two pages, describe this conflict and what are the lessons learned from it for 
future planners and city mayors. Use the lens of David Harvey’s description to this conflict 
whenever applicable to support your argument.

  The planning of the major cities of 
the U.S has changed dramatically, because 
of those, such as Robert Moses and Jane 
Jacobs. Their differences in opinion and vision 
for the city were complete opposite, but both 
of their views of what the cities should look 
like have shaped how we see them today. 
Robert Moses believed that the urbanization 
that was happening throughout cities was 
important, and thought that creating major 
highway systems and increasing vehicular 
circulation was a top priority. Moses wanted 
to “change the scale of thinking about the 
urban process and through the system of 
(debt-financed) highways and infrastructural 
transformations, through suburbanization and 
through the total re-engineering, not just of 
the city but of the whole metropolitan region, 

he absorbed the surplus product and thereby 
helped resolve the capital surplus absorption 
problem” P. 5 (Harvey, 2008). With this being 
said, Moses wanted to design these highway 
systems that would also lead to the city core. 
Moses had innovative ideas, but financial gain 
began to overtake his sense of ethical values. 
Many of the highway systems would destroy 
people’s neighborhoods and homes, while 
creating a divide within major communities 
that were stabilized. This transition of invading 
communities, within the core of the city caused 
a big traditionalist movement who began to 
fight against Moses and his initiative.
 Jane Jacobs was one of the 
traditionalists that really stood up for what she 
believed in and defended, what was morally 
and ethically right. She became the defender 

of the people who weren’t able to have such 
a strong voice. The people whose homes and 
neighborhoods were in harm’s way of Moses’ 
designs. She believed of the importance of 
community and the unique characteristics 
that each neighborhood in the city possessed. 
She fought to preserve the sense of place and 
creating pedestrian  friendly environments that 
were not overtaken by vehicular traffic.
 In the reading, “The Right to the 
City,” David Harvey writes about many cities 
that were beginning to form their cities by 
using a Moses approach. Cities began to be 
very development heavy, and those with the 
power began to forget about the importance 
of community. Harvey writes about a case 
in India, “where the special economic 
development zones policy now favored by 
central governments, leading to violence 
against agricultural producers, and only being 
interested in urban property and industrial 
development” P. 12 (Harvey, 2008). I think as 
Landscape Architect’s it is important to look 
at the ideas of both Robert Moses and Jane 
Jacobs. Moses and Jacobs fought hard for 
what they believed would create better cities. 
Robert Moses believed that big interstates 
throughout the cities would help to create 
more efficient  circulation within the city. While 
Jane Jacobs focused on the communities 
within the city fabric and how they would be 

affected; her goal was to protect their homes 
and public spaces that were in harm’s way. 
We as designers need to focus on how we can 
benefit local communities, as well as create 
cities that are able to grow with the continual 
population growth. These cities should also 
focus on sustainability and how we can lower 
the amount of carbon emissions that are going 
into our atmosphere. Climate change has 
already began to take a toll on many areas of 
the world, so it is important to begin to take 
initiative on creating a greener environment, 
that will continue to benefit our climate and 
future cities.
Harvey, David. “The Right to the 
City.” The Emancipatory City?: 
Paradoxes and Possibilities: 236-39. 
doi:10.4135/9781446221365.n15.

“Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughful, 
committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever 
has.”
-Margaret Mead
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Social Movement + New Social 
Movement + Environmental Movement
When un-packing social movement, new social movement and environmental movement we find 
that they are interlinked. There are major similarities, commonalities and  also differences between 
them. Using the lecture notes and the lecture by Manuel Castells, give an example that you know 
for (i) a social movement, (ii) a new social movement and (iii) an environmental movement. 
Explain the three movements using the framework developed by Doyle Timothty.

Social Movements, New Social Movements, 
and Environmental Movements are all 
interlinked in some way. In Doyle Timothy’s 
writing, “Introduction to Environmental 
Movements,” he begins by writing about 
many different movements that are happening 
around the world. These movements are 
happening all over the world and vary in size 
type, but the common  denominator between 
them all is the fact that they are all considered 
Environmental movements. Timothy goes 
on to say that, “Environmental movements 
are amongst the most vibrant, diverse, and 
powerful social movements occuring today, 
across all corners of the globe (Timothy, 
2004).” Social movements are less structured 
compared to Environmental movements. They 
are defined as “loosely organized but sustained 

campaign in support of a social goal, typically 
either the implementation or the prevention 
of a change in society’s structure or values 
(Turner, Et al. 2018).” Lastly, the new social 
movements are a theory of social movements 
that attempts to explain the plethora of new 
movements that have come up in various 
societies since the mid 1960’s (Turner, Et 
al. 2018).” They can also be understood as 
“Palimpsests, often boundless, amorphous, 
“post-structuralist,” anarchistic, ambiguous, 
many-faceted, and lacking the defined edges of 
more institutionalized political bodies (Timothy, 
2004).”
Even though each of these movement types 
have many similarities, there are movements 
that fall specifically under each category. Using 
the framework  that Doyle Timothy developed, 

I will explain the three different movements by 
using specific examples.

Environmental Movement:
-Country: United States of America: Organized 
by United Nations (UN)
-Movement: Sustainability Movement
-Campaign: The Sustainability  Movement was 
created to begin to create a set of sustainable 
development goals that will help to say energy 
within building design, as well as making 
environmental improvements throughout the 
world (Moncur, 2017). This movement’s goal 
is to make changes which will help to slow the 
rate that climate change is affecting us all over 
the world. This movement has even spread to 
the less-advanced nations, making sustainable 
development a focus all throughout the world.

Social Movement:
-Country: United States of America
-Movement: Disability Rights Movement
-Campaign: “Since  the mid 1900s, people with 
disabilities have pushed for the recognition 
of disability as an aspect of identity that 
influences the experiences of an individual, 
not as the sole-defining feature of a person. 
(A Brief History of the Disability Rights 
Movement. 2017).” Over the years Americans 
with disabilities continued to fight for equality 
and access in a non-accessible world. “After 

decades of campaigning and lobbying, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was 
passed in 1990, and ensured the equal 
treatment and equal access of people with 
disabilities to employment opportunities and 
to public accommodations (A Brief History 
of the Disability Rights Movement, 2017).” 
Although ADA has helped with accessibility, 
this issue still has an effect to this day, on the 
physically disabled and if they are able to fully 
enjoy spaces just like any other able bodied 
individual.

New Social Movement:
-Country: United States of America, 
Washington D.C.
-Movement: Friends of the Earth
-Campaign: Friends of the Earth have a 
specific campaign initiative. “We work to 
defend Environmental  Protection Agency and 
strengthen other agencies’ work to protect 
public health from attacks by corporate 
polluters. Protect organic agriculture and work 
to make sustainable and healthy food available 
to all. Promote clean energy solutions that 
are community-controlled and help alleviate 
poverty, Support community efforts to protect 
our oceans from fossil fuel projects, including 
export terminals and coal plants (Friends of the 
Earth. 2018).”

Overall, many people are fighting to 
make a change for all. Climate change 
has started many movements that have 
designated with people, to get them excited 
to make a change. Movements, such as the 
Sustainability Movement and Friends of the 
Earth Movement are examples of groups of 
people, who see changes occurring through 
out the world, and they want to do their part 
to make a change.

Resources:
-“A Brief History of the Disability Rights 
Movement.” Anti-Defamation League. 
Accessed October 06, 2018. https://www.
adl.org/education/resources/backgrounders/
disability-rights-movement.
-“About Us.” Friends of the Earth. https://foe.
org/about-us/. 2018.
-Doherty, Brian, and Timothy Doyle. “Beyond 
Borders: Transnational Politics, Social 
Movements and Modern Environmentalisms.” 
Environmental Politics 15, no. 5 (2004).
-Moncur, Ethan. “Origin of the Sustainability 
Movement.” Environmental Sustainability. 
2017.
-Thompson, C.H. “New Social Movements.” 
sociologytwynham.com. 2013.
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Deforestation and Urbanization
Increased deforestation and rapid urbanization are two connected phenomena that poses threat 
on the environmental resources. Describe t he top three causes of rapid urbanization then explain 
in your views how can we reduce deforestation to restore the ecological balance. Give examples 
from different cities or regions to support your argument

 Deforestation and urbanization are 
two completely different phenomena that are 
connected by humanity. These phenomena 
are changing the world for the worst, because 
of the way that our society is handling 
them. Population growth, the rural to urban 
migration, and employment options are 
three big contributing factors to the rapid 
urbanization  growth rate. When thinking 
about what an average human being can do to 
help, simply living out the three R’s: Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle are important to keep in 
mind. If everyone on the planet began to do 
this, then we would begin to see a dramatic 
change in the climate. With the continued 
growth in numbers of humans, more space 
and furnishings are needed to accommodate, 
which results in many forests being ridden of 
all their trees. With deforestation occurring, 
this gives the sun less dark surface to deflate 
the rays that it possesses, making the earth 
warmer. This is an effect and leading factor 
of climate change. Secondly many people 

that had previously lived in more urban areas, 
are moving to the cities. This is happening 
because there is an increase in job opportunity 
and luxuries, such as a cities transportation 
network and being in close proximity to all the 
action that a city can provide.
 Deforestation and urbanization are 
two connected phenomena that don’t have 
to be. Just because of the fact that we are 
seeing trends of  population growth and cities 
are continuing to grow, doesn’t mean that we 
have to clear all of the forests and woodland 
for space and use. We can continue to take 
measures in reducing deforestation by making 
it an opportunity to plant new trees that will 
thrive in urban areas. I believe that it is our 
duty as landscape architects to keep it a 
mission to implement as many trees into the 
urban core as we can. Another way to help 
reduce deforestation would be to do the act 
of partial logging, which only logging part of 
the trees that may be in a specific place and 
then replanting the trees that were logged in 

this area. In the mid-west, many cities are 
very vehicular friendly. This will lead to a city 
that has a sprawled form and makes it to 
where there has to be more land cleared for 
subdivisions. Transportation options need to be 
one of the focal topics of discussion. In Roger 
Keil’s writing, “From Global Cities to Globalized 
Urbanization,” he talks about the idea of 
restructuring urban space, the transformation 
of the urban social fabric, and a formation 
of a global urban hierarchy. The formation of 
a global urban hierarchy means “creating a 
formation of a worldwide urban hierarchy in 
and through which transnational corporations 
coordinate their production and investment 
activities (Keil, P. 74).” The contested 
restructuring of urban space helps to, “lead to 
new, often speculative, real estate booms (Keil, 
P. 74) and the mix of social classes. Lastly, 
the transformation of the urban social fabric 
is important because it is important to create 
spaces within an urban core that all social 
classes can enjoy and not feel out of place. 
Using these three techniques with cities such 
as Kansas City may help to address the sprawl 
and spread that is happening within the urban 
fabric.

Deforestation is causing the disappearance 
of important  trees that help our climate. One 
issue with deforestation is that the amount of 
logging has not made up for the amount of 
trees that are being replanted. The image to the 
left shows how excessive logging can change 
the natural landscapes.

Urbanization is changing the organization of the 
cities found today.  With such a big population 
shift of people moving to more urban settings, 
the organization of cities is impacted. It is 
important to that we as designers create a 
more sustainable city.
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Landscape Project Evaluation on the 
Neighborhood Scale
As per the discussion in class, write your overall assessment of the project you presented. Use 
the questions presented in class for guidance but  feel free to expand on them or use a different 
outline. Make sure to add the name of your project, location and overall theme. Use the material 
in earlier classes to have a critical lens on the project development, answer the questions about 
what is god and what is bad about it. Lastly, if you are the mayor of this city, would you vote for 
this project or not? Your submission shouldn’t exceed 2 pages. Feel free to use other sources to 
support your argument.

Project: City of Greensburg Main Street 
Streetscape
Location: Greensburg, Kansas
Landscape Architect: BNIM, Kansas City, MO
Population: 800
Website: https://www.asla.
org/2011awards/480.html

The city of Greensburg, Kansas was hit with an 
EF5 tornado on May 4th of 2007. Prior to this 
tornado, the town had began to struggle with 
lower population  numbers and the tornado 
seemed to only make this issue worse. Instead 
of dwelling on this horrible circumstance, the 
citizens of Greensburg got together to figure 
out a way for their small community to come 

back better than ever. They made it a goal to 
build back their community through sustainable 
design. This goal was made to not only better 
the community, but also enrich the climate and 
lower pollutants that were going back into the 
earth.

What was good about this neighborhood 
design?
The designers looked very early on at the 
whole town of Greensburg, and really began 
to think about how the whole city could 
be designed more sustainably. Previous to 
this new construction, the downtown of 
Greensburg was dwindling  with business 
and there were many boarded up businesses. 

The installation of the main street streetscape 
helped to create a business boom along main 
street, as well as create a hub for community 
festivals and other events. Also, this design 
helped to lower the amount of contaminants 
that go back into the atmosphere which will 
better our climate. Examples of this include 
the main green street and the multiple 
LEED efficient buildings that have been built 
throughout the town.

What is bad about the design?
Something that is bad about the design is 
that the design could only go so far when it 
comes down to population growth. The town of 
Greensburg still  struggles with its population 
size, even though these great amenities were 
installed. The main source of income around 
this small town is farming, so it your family 
is not employed by those means, it may be 
difficult to be able to live here.
Did the design achieve its goals?
I believe  the design achieved its goals, 
because of two specific reasons. This 
masterplan that BNIM created, helped to bring 
the community of Greensburg together, and 
create a more sustainable city. The community 
was crumbling before the installation of this 
design, and once it was implemented, many 
people were able to have business start 
ups and create a central gathering space for 

community events. The masterplan focused on 
creating a more sustainable city, and I believe 
that it was realized through the installation 
of the green main street and the many LEED 
certified buildings that surrounded the 
community.
Would you vote for this design if you were 
apart of this community?
I would vote for this design, because it was 
able to achieve its goals within the community 
of Greensburg, which were to build back this 
city in a more sustainable way. So overall, I 
believe that this design has enriched the lives 
in Greensburg, Kansas. This city still faces 
population problems, but this community is 
tough and  determined to continue to build up 
and stay strong when challenges come their 
way. I believe that the installation of this master 
plan is the first step in the strengthening of this 
community.

This is an example  of how designers can 
create sustainable designs, which makes 
changes for the climate and surrounding 
environment at the neighborhood scale.

City of Greensburg Main Street Streetscapes
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Assessments of Inter-State 
Development Projects
Interstates urban, landscape and infrastructure projects face some challenges when it comes 
to administration, budget and long term sustainability. In no more than two pages, provide an 
assessment for the project looking at environmental and social components. If you are the mayor 
or governor, would you approve/implement this  project (as it is) or not? Lastly, conclude with five 
guidelines that you will adopt to enhance the project and make it more sustainable. Make sure to 
add the name of your project, location and overall theme. Use the material in earlier classes to 
have a critical lens on the project development.

Project: A Colorado Legacy: I-25 Conservation 
Corridor Master Plan
Location: I-25 corridor between Colorado 
Springs, Colorado and Denver, Colorado
Size: 17 mile long stretch along I-25
Website: https://www.asla.
org/2018awards/454653-A_Colorado_Legacy.
html

Design Workshops, “A Colorado Legacy: I-25 
Conservation Corridor Master Plan,” is taking 
a detailed look at the Front Range Corridor, 
between Colorado Springs and Denver. This 
area is highly trafficked and population rates 
are growing fast. This master plan creates a 
“strategy to engage residents and government 

officials in conserving open lands to forever 
protect scenic vistas, water quality, wildlife, 
clean air and recreational opportunities along 
the (I-25) corridor (ASLA, 2018).” This 
master plan was created with the help of 
environmental groups, land trusts, Douglas 
County, and  feedback from local communities. 
“Critical attributes of the landscape were 
analyzed, including scenic view corridors, 
topography, land cover, natural hazards, 
land value, zoning, land ownership, view 
characteristics, wildlife habitat and migrations, 
ground water availability, recreational trends, 
heritages sites and the status of development 
commitments (ASLA, 2018).” After the 
landscape was analyzed, Design Workshop 

turned to the citizens of this area for additional 
feedback regarding the vision of the master 
plan. Colorado’s governor believed that this 
was also an important area to preserve, so 
because of his support, the planning team 
behind this design was able to implement the 
vision.

What is good about this project?
The I-25 Conservation Corridor master plan 
is able to address one of the many problems 
that colorado is facing, being that much of the 
beautiful landscapes are being built on and not 
protected. This master plan is able to efficiently 
protect over 1,300 acres of land from  
development and continued urban sprawl.

What is bad about this plan?
This plan does not address the heavy 
vehicular traffic that goes along I-25 every 
day. Something that may help with our 
overall climate is to think of other types of 
transportation for more people to use that may 
be travelling between Denver and Colorado 
Springs. Carbon emissions are a big issue, 
and I think that it is  important to begin to think 
about public transportation in a bigger picture.

Did it achieve its goals?
I believe that this master plan has achieved its 
goals. Preserving significant landscapes that 

were in distress, and scenic resources along 
the Front Range have been proven effective. 
This plan was only accomplished through 
“rigorous analysis, a variety of innovative land 
conservation methods (including purchase of 
undeveloped lots, conservation easements, 
limited development strategies and zoning 
changes to clustered development) and the 
support and funding received from various 
state agencies (ASLA, 2018).”

If you were the mayor or the decision maker, 
would you vote for it or against it?
If I were the mayor or the decision maker of 
this plan, I would vote for this plan, because it 
has protected precious landscape that would 
have been developed and changed. Also, this 
plan has begun to look at how urban sprawl 
should be addressed and mitigated. Although 
population continues to rise, it is our duty as 
Landscape Architects to build cities vertically, 
instead of  horizontally, and continue to protect 
our natural landscapes.

Five guidelines that will enhance the project 
and make it more sustainable:
-Initiate other types of transportation along 
I-25, that creates less vehicular traffic.
-Implement strategies to continue the 
protection  of the natural systems closer to 
both Colorado Springs and Denver.

-Create  opportunities that allow people to 
learn about the natural systems within the Front 
Range; create an educational experience.
-Focus on efforts to clean area of debris and 
pollutants along I-25.
-Use of funding for the use of sustainable 
techniques to better manage water sources 
that may be coming off of Pikes Peak.

-The protection of the natural environment 
surrounding this urban environment is 
important, because climate change is 
continuing to change our world as we 
know it. Having those in power, such as the 
governer  of Colorado backing the project will 
help for it to achieve its goals.
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International Development Project: Assessment 
and Suggested  Improvement
In groups of two, and based on the projects you selected in class, write an overall critique of these  projects, initiatives, or activities. In no more than 
three pages, provide a brief description for the project, the lead organization that is working on it, and an assessment for the project performance 
looking at its environmental and social components. If you are the UN secretary general and have the power to encourage, or stop this project, 
would you approve/implement this project (as it is) or not? After your critic and reflection, provide three direct actions that if taken into account will 
significantly improve the project. Make sure to add the name of your project, location and overall theme. Use the material in earlier classes to have a 
critical lens on the project development.

Team: Rachel Cross and Madison Quincke
First Project:
Gardens, Green Spaces, Health and Well being- 
Lima, Peru
Second Project:
Exploring Relationships and Impact Between 
Vector-Borne Diseases and Landscape 
Architecture- Iquitos, Peru

Firm: Collaboration with Informal Urban 
Communities Initiative(IUCI) and Land 8
Location: Lima and Iquitos, Peru
Theme: Each project addresses qualities, 
which include, “water quality, vector-borne 
disease, nutrition, and mental health and well-
being.”

The Organization:
“The IUCI is a design activism, research and 
education program based in Seattle, Peru and 
Nepal. It focuses on the design, implementation 
and assessment of community-driven 
interventions in the built environment and 
places particular  emphasis on the integrated, 
interdisciplinary design of distributed 
infrastructure and public space. The IUCI 
aims to improve human and environmental 
health and well-being, to build the capacity 
of designers and other professionals to work 
effectively with marginalized communities and 
to gather evidence that informs best practices 
in these contexts”
(Spencer, Ben. 2018. Informal Urban 

Communities Initiative. Accessed November 5, 
2018. http://sqwater.be.washington.edu/wp/.)

Introduction:
At a time when environmental crises are 
becoming more prevalent and the health 
industries are acknowledging the critical 
role the environment plays on human health, 
designers are stepping up to explore how 
landscape architectural interventions can 
address health issues. Informal Urban 
Communities  Initiative (IUCI) is an initiative 
that began through the University of 
Washington. Many under served communities 
throughout Peru were in need of assistance 
regarding their communities organization and 

creating sustainable natural systems. IUCI 
takes an interesting approach, by creating a 
collaborative experience with the communities 
that are being helped. Each project addresses 
qualities, which include, “water quality, vector-
borne disease, nutrition, and mental health and 
well-being. They also highlight the importance 
of a community-participatory approach, and 
bridges the divide between research and 
intervention, and landscape architecture and 
health.

Good Attributes:
Gardens, Green Spaces, Health and Well being 
| Fog Water Farms:
This project brings the community together, 
creates a community park (active recreation), 
a public farmland (healthy food source) and 
provides a sustainable water source (with fog 
collectors). By providing public active space 
as well as a place the community can get 
necessities such as clean water, the project is 
increasing the communities health and well-
being.
Exploring Relationships  Between Vector-Borne 
Diseases and Landscape Architecture: Impact 
of Landscape Architecture Technologies on 
Human and Ecological Health-
The development created a landscape that 
is more resilient to vector borne diseases, 
which come from Aedes mosquitoes by 

cleaning water of the city. Because the city 
is covered in trash which pollutes the water, 
the organization  strived to clean-up trash and 
replaced it with thousands of medicinal and 
edible plants which also helps to infiltrate and 
clean stormwater runoff. The organization also 
implements floating gardens which provides 
year round green space and a food source for 
the community.

Poor Attributes:
Gardens, Green Spaces, Health and Well-being 
| Fog Water Farms:
There should  be a higher installation rate of 
fog collectors throughout the city to increase 
water sources. There has been quite a few 
installed, but we believe that the villagers 
should take advantage of their extra space for 
the creation of water sources.
Exploring Relationships Between Vector-Borne 
Diseases  and Landscape Architecture: Impact 
of Landscape Architecture Technologies on 
Human and Ecological Health-
Because the project was a focused site and 
related to one area of the village and the project 
doesn’t seem to extend outward. The creation 
of more community focused areas should be 
better integrated into the community so that 
all people  are within appropriate distance to a 
food source.

Goals Achieved:
Gardens, Green Spaces, Health and Wellbeing 
| Fog Water Farms:
Yes. They built 50 household gardens and 
provided a sustainable water source. Created 
a community park and improved the overall 
quality  of life by making people happier, adding 
aesthetic value and brought the community 
together.
Exploring Relationships Between Vector-Borne 
Diseases and  Landscape Architecture: Impact 
of Landscape Architecture Technologies on 
Human and Ecological Health-
Yes. They replaced locations of trash with 
planted filter stormwater runoff hills, created 
public space that was in the most relevant 
spots  for the community, and removed 6 tons 
of trash to reduce the pollution that eventually 
ends up in the Amazon River.

Would you vote for these projects?
Both projects
Yes. Both projects created standards which 
could reach a broader community through 
replication of the projects. We saw this project 
as setting a standard for the quality of life 
for the people in ways which are affordable 
and obtainable. These projects in Peru are 
saving the environment in many ways such as 
protecting crucial bodies of water such as the 
Amazon from pollution, researching vector-
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borne diseases that come from mosquitoes, 
creating sustainable  agriculture, and education 
the people about landscape architecture and 
the impact they are having on the earth.

Three Actions:
- The Fog Water Farms project could utilize 
their  knowledge of the fog collectors and place 
them in many more places around the city of 
Lima.
- Also, the work that they are doing are having 
big impacts on the cities but they are both 
implemented on the edges of the cities.
 - The projects should be in better proximity 
of the city center or villages so that all of the 
community has equal access.
- The organization could be working to  spread 
their work and initiative across a bigger scale 
by working in other countries.
This is an example of how designers can create 
sustainable designs, which makes changes 
for the climate and surrounding environment  
through international development in under-
served communities.

Pictures of the community work done in Peru.

Vision Statement Re-Written and Future 
Role of Landscape Architects
Read your initial vision statement that you submitted in the class and –after engaging in multiple readings, documentaries, debates discussions, 
lectures, landscape architecture foundation, and group work– try to re-write your own  visions statement now. It is important to be articulate and 
precise. Then in 4-5 lines, and in light of challenges discussed in class, describe the anticipated future role of the landscape architect and how this 
role can influence other disciplines that closely work with the landscape architect.

As a future Landscape Architect, I envision 
our work as a whole, to change. With climate 
change and population growth becoming a 
greater concern, we as designers will have to 
efficiently design cities that are able to grow 
effectively and be environmentally savvy. 
As a landscape architect, my hope is that 
we can create the same opportunities for all 
types of people. I believe that you should be 
able to create designs for all, even those who 
may have disabilities. Lastly, I believe that 
it is important to partner with professionals 
who have similar but different backgrounds 
to effeciently mix ideas and create new 
opportunities  through the design of the world.
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Resources

Page 5. 
https://americanprofile.com/articles/john-muir-
father-national-parks/

Page 7.
Photo of Tanner Springs Park taken by Rachel 
Cross

Page 9.
Photos of Niangua River and friends taken by 
Rachel Cross.

Page 11.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
expeditions/destinations/north-america/private/
yosemite-national-park-private-expedition/

https://gypsyguide.com/plan-a-yellowstone-
trip/

Page 13.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Jacobs

Page 15.
https://www.sutori.com/story/
the-environmental-movement--

aevHWxFivxmPhEc6BX1yjhii

https://foe.org/about-us/

Page 17.
https://helpsavenature.com/deforestation-
solutions
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-
does-urbanization-mean.html

Page 19.
https://www.asla.org/2011awards/480.html

Page 21.
https://www.asla.org/2018awards/454653-A_
Colorado_Legacy.html

Page 24.
https://www.asla.org/2014studentawards/459.
html

Page 25.
Renderings done by Rachel Cross.


