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Vison Statement 

The environment in its current state is at a turning point. It is not yet at the point of no return; 

however, we are not doing enough as a whole to prevent the further decline of our natural environment. My 

vision statement about the environment is to promote and encourage full sustainability for large 

corporations. The large amount of waste and resources that corporations create/use is completely 

unnecessary in comparison to the overabundance of products created. As an environmentalist I believe that 

it is my role to always find ways to be more eco-friendly in my own life, as well as to bring and apply my 

knowledge and practices to the industry that I will be working in. Large corporations have come a long way 

in becoming more environmentally friendly, but there is still much work to be done in reducing the negative 

impact that these companies have on our planet. 

History of Environmental Alteration 

Both the pre-industrial and industrial revolution were very defining times not only in the United 

States, but across the globe. Before these revolutions, nature and the environment had only been seen as a 

plentiful resource that had been at our disposal as a means of survival. It wasn’t until the pre-industrial 

revolution that nature had started to become something of importance. Nature was in a transition in between 

being a necessity and being a luxury. Having extravagant and intricate gardens was a sign of great wealth in 

pre-industrial times seeing as to how the rest of the population lived, often overcrowded into cities with not 

a tree in sight 

 

I believe that this is a significant time in ecological history due to the fact that it is the beginning of 

our appreciation for and understanding that there is so much more to nature than using it for our own selfish 

benefits. Landscaping had become something of an art form for those whom could afford it. During this 

time period there was a transition from very formal and structured styles of gardens to a style of landscaping 

that indeed did still have somewhat of a formal structure but also incorporated many elements from the 

wilderness and surrounding areas thanks to the English landscape designer Charles Bridgeman. 

Bridgeman was soon surpassed in the world of landscaping by William Kent. Kent’s work followed 

that of Bridgeman’s in that there were natural elements incorporated into the design. However, Kent took 

Bridgeman’s idea one step further and opted for a more ‘natural’ style of design.  Bringing the estates, he 

was designing into nature instead of making nature work with the homes. With Kent there is a larger shift in 

thinking of how to preserve the world and the aesthetics around us instead of changing them to meet our 

needs. 

 

In the following era, the industrial revolution, there is a great focus on how to incorporate natural 

elements back into urban areas, for example Central Park. Cities and urban areas were deteriorating quickly, 

and this continued, the demand for more public places of nature skyrocketed. Not every city could afford or 

even have enough room for large projects such as Central Park; this is how the thinking changed from just 

having single parks, to a park system instead. Having this system in place was beneficial not only to those 

who lived in these urban areas but also to the large amount of wildlife that inhabited these parks. The 



introduction of parkways was also key to helping wildlife movements between parks, ensuring that they had 

a safe path to travel along instead of wandering cities. This essentially is the foundation for today’s park 

systems.  

What I believe to be the most important milestones from this era are the preservation and 

conservation movements. John Muir is most commonly referred to as the father of national parks and his 

activism has helped to preserve many of the national parks/wilderness areas that many love to visit till this 

day.  

During the same era Gifford Pinchot was leading the conservation movement. As a member of the 

National Forest Commission, Pinchot was given the task to develop a plan for managing the nation’s forest 

reserves. Pinchot’s conservationist approach was not welcomed by all (especially by those who leaned to a 

more preservationist view), but it gave a more practical approach to what could be done to slow the impact 

that human life was having on our ecosystem. Whether you side more with Pinchot or Muir, it is important 

to understand that their early views and work brought to light the actions that need to be taken in order for 

us to properly care for our world.  

 A great example of incorporating green spaces back into our lies right here in San Francisco. 

Golden Gate park is an iconic outdoor space that is enjoyed by locals and tourists alike. The park itself 

covers 1,017 acres that was once san sand dunes. The park offers a variety of activities for its visitors 

including art museums, science academy’s, and sporting fields. It is also known for its efforts in restoring 

the buffalo population, there are 6 that currently reside in the buffalo paddock field.     

 

  One way I believe that we can make our park system thrive in the is by collecting a green tax 

from large corporations that that base their headquarters in San Francisco. This tax would help fund the 

maintenance and development of the city’s current park system and would also be a good way for 

corporations to give back to the area that they reside in. While some businesses might not want to 

participate, that might be better for the city. Corporations that don’t want to cooperate then they would have 

to relocate to a different area which would create more space for residential housing, school, medical 

facilities, and vertical farming space.  

 

 While it may seem like drastic measures, it is crucial that we start gearing all businesses towards 

becoming eco-friendly sustainable, it is necessary in order for us to continue to have thriving economies that 

can be sustained with the amount of resources and green space that we currently have. To make this happen 

we will have to collaborate between local governments, residents, and companies to decide and work 

towards what the perfect balance between industrialized space, natural elements in to urbanized areas, all 

while preserving nature space to support the local wildlife. In order to create a more sustainable way of life 

for future generations we need to make drastic changes in the present             

   

 



Social Movement, New Social Movement, Environmental Movement 

Social movements are methods of group action that geared towards a specific cause in order to create 

or resist some form of change. These types of gatherings are generally informal and are typically reserved 

only for those who share a common outlook on how they believe society should be and also have a direct 

relation to the issue that is being addressed. At the beginnings of the first social movements, the topics 

generally centered on basic life necessities and freedoms. 

Over time the needs and outlooks of our society have changed, so the mechanisms that are used to 

create change must change as well. These are known as new social movements. Unlike the previous 

movement before the new social movements have distinct characteristics that define them. The first 

characteristic being that there is no strong common factor between those that are participating. It no longer 

matter if one has a direct relation with the issue, many can participate now just out of the wanting to do so. 

Another main characteristic is the fact that within a movement people can have a variety of different beliefs 

and many of the main issues are not only focused on economic or class issues, but instead more progressive 

social and moral problems. The most important distinction of new social movements is that they are 

decentralized. In today’s modern age, there is no longer a need for everyone involved in a movement to 

convene in one location. Advances in technology have allowed society to reach a broader audience without 

even having to leave home. This allows a message or movement to reach a great distance than they normally 

might and allows for the creation of local segments to spread the group’s ideals. 

 

An important product of the new social movement is the creation of the environmental movement. 

Unlike the social movements that came before it, the environmental movement strays away from focusing 

just on social issues alone. This movement is greatly varied; focuses can be scientific, social, or political 

movements that address environmental issues. Rather than simply creating or resisting change, 

environmental movements take on problems at a higher level by framing the problems in our society that 

need to and change be changed. They theorize solutions in order find the best solution for each situation, 

considering every impact that the solution may cause. Lastly there is a mobilization of resources, whether it 

is from the members of the movement, or outside organizations that are willing to help out the cause. The 

more readily available these resources are, the easier it is for others to join the movement in areas where it 

may not have been able to previously. No matter how they have evolved over time, social movements have 

and always will be the greatest form of power that can be used by the general society for good or for bad 

outcomes. 

 

There are new social movements that are popping up every day all over the world. One recent 

movement came from the school shooting in Parkland, Florida. Students set up a “March for Our Lives” to 

protest gun control in the United States. There are also is a yearly “March for Science” Which advocates for 

equitable and evidence-based policy that serves all communities. Corporations and organizations can play a 

role on either side of movements like this. When it comes to gun control the NRA (National Rifle 

Association) they do little to nothing about addressing and controlling gun violence in America. On the 

other hand there are also corporations that are highly supportive of the scientific movement and offer 

contributions to help educate the next generation in fighting for equality for all.    

 



Unpacking the Natural & Built Environment 

When it comes to shaping and influencing the environment many factors come into play. The first 

key factor that comes to mind when considering how to develop the built environment would be to look at 

the situation topographically.  

 

According to the last lecture, topography can be defined as the study of the shapes and features on 

the Earth’s surface. The ability to see the variations in slope all at once on a map while planning on where to 

develop new built environments is a crucial tool for environmental planners. These planners can better 

foresee obstacles that might occur if they plan to develop different areas, whether these are current obstacles 

or ones that may arise in the future due to dramatic slopes in or around the area ( such as using the angle of 

repose if here is a possibility of rock fall ). 

The second important factor to consider when developing an area of land would be the vegetation that 

currently inhabits the plot of land. Vegetation is considered to be the natural plant life of the region, as well 

as the ground cover that is provided by these plants. Having the right type of vegetation and abundance of it 

mixed into the newly formed built environment is necessary in order to maintain a good energy balance. The 

benefits vegetation includes those of biochemical processes that involve water, nitrogen, and carbon. 

Another big point of importance that not everyone might consider in their day to day lives would be the 

species that inhabit this natural vegetation. Building in any environment always has an effect on the natural 

ecosystem that was in place at the time, there is no avoiding that; however environmental planners can 

carefully integrate the plants necessary to do as little impact on the natural environment as possible. 

Vegetation is not only important for the wildlife that calls the area home but for the newly welcomed 

individuals that are going to be living in this built environment. In order to create these built societies, 

precious resources have to be used in order to make the space livable. For instance, wooden and raw 

materials to build housing, fossil fuels that can be used as a source of energy and certain types of 

vegetation/plants that thrive in this very specific environment are being depleted. 

 

When it comes to integrating nature into cities, in my personal opinion the mixed part of the spectrum 

would be the most effective solution in creating a harmonious environment. The social benefits of using this 

mixed program would be that it would be easy to develop medium sized communities in the urban space in 

order to create a sense of togetherness and have the potential for lots of housing and more urban 

development within the specified area. There would also be an equally large plot of the natural environment 

that would benefit the urban inhabitants as well as any wildlife that was already called the area home before 

the development. Having these larger plots of land would be better for wildlife due to the fact that there is 

still plenty of space for these animals to developing and continue to live a life that isn’t quite as impacted by 

the human touch. None of these approaches may be perfect, but I believe that the mixed approach is the best 

option that we have. 



Water Crisis- Mexico City 

 

Mexico City is at a crisis level when it comes to the state of their water resources. Of the 21 million 

residents of the capitol, many only have access to running water for part of the day and 1 in 5 residents of 

receive a few hours of tap water a week. In the 1300’s the beginnings of Mexico City were created by the 

Aztecs on an island surrounded by lakes. When the Spanish conquerors came, they built on to what the 

Aztecs had started creating a large city in a area that is at a high risk for flooding. In order to keep the city 

thriving, the surrounding lakes were drained in an unnecessary manner in order to provide for the new influx 

in population. 

40 percent of Mexico City’s water is piped in from remote sources. Another 40 of that water is lost due to 

leaks in the pipes or from individuals stealing water from the pipes themselves in order to insure they have 

enough to survive. The fact that Mexico City was built so closely to large bodies of water has resulted in 

certain areas of the city sinking at about an average rate of 9 inches per year. There is also a lack of reliable 

infrastructure in the city. Since 2005, about $100 billion dollars has been spent on affordable housing 

projects. Unfortunately many of the developers of these neighborhoods cut corners leaving these areas 

without a reliable infrastructure for water and sanitation systems and well as subpar resistance when it 

comes to flooding. As temperatures continue to increase it is predicted that the annual rainfall for the city 

will fall by 20 percent, only adding to the already out of control problem the city has.  

The first step that could be taken towards fixing the water crisis in Mexico City would be to improve the 

city’s distribution infrastructure. Many of the city’s pipes are leaking from the lack of maintenance and theft 

of the water from these pipelines. These leaks not only waste precious water, they also are a pathway for 

harmful toxins to enter the water supply posing a very serious health risk for those who are consuming it. 

Another option that could be put into practice would be the use of an energy efficient desalination plant. 

This would allow for the water to be recycled so it can be put back to use instead of using more of the 

already scarce water when it is not necessary. It will allow the city to get back on track with all the residents 

having access to water as well as given the option to start creating reserves so that the city can be prepared 

in the event that there is another shortage 

. 

My third recommendation would call for community-based governance and partnerships. In order to come 

to a solution, the government of Mexico City must look at their water crisis through the eyes of their 

citizens. They need to get the opinions of and understand exactly where all the problems in their water 

infrastructure lie and speak with members of the affected communities in order solve the problem 

completely. Member of the community also need to voice their opinions and let the government know 

which practices are working, and which are not. With cooperation on all levels the policies enacted will be 

much more effective in helping to resolve the water issue. 

I chose these three strategies because I believe that with the current state of the city’s situation it is 

important to be taking every possible action to ensure that no more water is wasted due to deteriorating 

conditions or lack of environmentally friendly technology. It is also important for the citizens to get 

involved and share their knowledge about how the infrastructure can be made more efficient in order to be 

able to provide safe water to all residents. 

 



Urbanization and deforestation 

Throughout history mankind has done one thing extremely successfully, grow. In recent years this 

growth has gotten out of control and only seems to be rising exponentially with each passing year. As the 

population of the world keeps climbing, so does the demand for resources. The main resource need to 

sustain this rapid development would be trees. From building housing to live in to providing oxygen to 

make life possible, trees are invaluable resources that we cannot afford to lose. 

As the industrial revolution was in full swing in the U.S., many cities went through a period of rapid 

growth. This growth came from many individuals leaving their small rural communities in order to find 

higher paying jobs in industrialized cities. As well as these jobs offering a higher living wage, there was also 

a significantly larger opportunity to be able to find employment in the cities as opposed to rural local 

communities. Not only were there incentives for workers to come and build a new life in an urban 

environment, but their families also could benefit greatly from these newly developed urban cities.  Living 

in these growing cities gave many families access to public schools and healthcare that normally they would 

have to travel miles for each day. Over time as cities became increasingly crowded, those who could afford 

it moved to the outskirts forming what we now know as suburbs. Over time the cycle continued as even the 

suburbs, that were supposed to be a get away from the city, became urban cities themselves causing more 

suburbs to develop around these new cities and so on.  

 

 

This ever-expanding growth has led to a lot of our natural resources being cleared out of the way to make 

room for new developments in order to keep up with urbanization. We are at a point in time now where it is 

crucial for us to cut back on our consumption of resources, trees mainly, and put in place a plan to ensure 

that we are not consuming more than we can produce. One way we can do this is through reforestation. By 

making sure that we are replenishing forests by planting trees at the same rate or more than we are 

harvesting them, we can create a sustainable practice that will make certain that future generations will have 

the resources that they will need for basic life.  

 

Another way to combat deforestation would be to create protected zones, such as the amazon rainforest, that 

would make any sort of logging illegal. This not only helps conservation efforts for future generations, but 

also helps protect the wildlife that inhabit the area to see that these different species will not be lost in time 

due to careless human actions. It is important to act while there is still time, with the world becoming even 

more production based than it was before. It is crucial that we do everything we can to make our 

consumption sustainable by figuring out different ways to replenish what we are consuming at such a rapid 

rate.   

 

 

 



Climate Change 

Climate change is not something new. From the second that humans came to be on this planet, we 

have been altering the natural environment. Like all other mammals, there are basic needs that humans must 

fulfill in order to have the ability to survive and thrive. However, these needs for survival are exactly what 

caused such a problem in the first place. The burning of fossil fuels, deforestation, and the significant 

increase in livestock farming are all human practices that have without a doubt been a major contributing 

factor to climate change. 

 

With any problem, there is always a solution. While there is no way to restore the natural 

environment to what it had originally started out as, scientists believe that there are many ways in which 

climate change can begin to be reversed. The first being the elimination of fossil fuels that release harmful 

pollutants into the atmosphere. Another way to help combat climate change would be to stop deforestation. 

Cutting down trees not only harms the wildlife living in the area, but also large quantities of carbon are 

released in the atmosphere from the machinery that is used to harvest the timber. As a society we can reduce 

the impact that we are having on our environmental system. However, without extreme change and 

cooperation of every nation, I do not find it possible that we can reverse the damage that has already 

occurred. For the future the main focus should be on how we can create as little impact to our environment 

as possible and find alternative resources in order to increase the lifespan of our planet. 

In the year 1995, after years of being missing from the ecosystem in Yellowstone National Park, 

wolves were reintroduced back into the park. Many changes occurred due to this reintroduction, many other 

different species began to flourish, like the songbirds that came back in large numbers because of the 

increased amount of foliage that had been regenerated. The reintroduction of the wolves also led to the 

arrival of more beavers that helped shape the ecosystem in the park even more with the increased number of 

animals that relied on the water as their habitat. The most surprising change that I found was the impact that 

the wolves had on the rivers in the park. With the wolves back in the park, there was a decrease in the 

number of animals that wandered in the valleys and by the rivers. 

 

 

This change caused a spike in vegetation growth that in turn fortified the soil on the river banks, 

allowing less erosion to occur. Reintroducing the wolves back into the park solidified the shape of the rivers 

and set the ecosystem of Yellowstone back onto its natural course. The message that came across strongly 

through this article was that eco systems are extremely fragile and reliant on hundreds and thousands of 

independent organisms in order to properly thrive. Conservation and environmental studies are key 

instruments in maintaining this balance, keeping the demand for urbanization at bay so that we can protect 

what we will never get back,    

 

 



 

The Nile Delta is in grave danger. Throughout the years the Nile has been subject to various seasons 

of flooding and then droughts, and while this may seem devastative, it was crucial for the natural 

environment of in Nile Delta in order to regenerate itself. In response to these recurring events the Aswan 

High Dam was built in 1960, this dam created electricity and helped provide flood control for those 

individuals that inhabited the Nile. While the dam seemed like it was a great help to the those who lived in 

the delta, it has caused a lot of issues within the natural environment that are now affecting the millions of 

people that call the Nile home. 

 

The biggest problem that needs to be faced is the erosion of the coast and the compacting of the 

delta’s soil. Before the creation of the dam, the floods that occurred in the delta brought various sediments 

and fresh water that enriched the soil making the land better off for agriculture and also helped keep soil 

levels from sinking. Now that the delta is being deprived of this sediment and water there are areas in which 

the soil is compacting and even sinking by approximately one centimeter a year. So as the land sinks and the 

Mediterranean Sea carves away inland at the Delta it is pertinent that we find a way to stop this from turning 

into a potential catastrophe. 

Preventing catastrophes like this from happening might not be entirely possible but there can be 

steps taken in order to try to predict what might occur in the future. By using a binary logistic regression 

model to predict at what levels the soil may sink or give way due to erosion and with that information at the 

hands of urban planners, individuals that live in high risk areas can be relocated to different parts or the 

delta in order to create cities and towns that have a lower chance of being affected by the changes in the 

Nile. Not everyone is willing to relocate from their homes in the delta so another strategy to take would be 

to construct buildings that can withstand disastrous situations such as flooding or the sinking of the soil. 

With infrastructure like this in place, strategic flooding could be used to help return the natural sediment 

back into the land, in turn giving those who live in the delta solid ground to stand on. 

 The delta is a way of life for the people of Egypt. It helps create fertile farming land that provide 

food to the surrounding areas. It also is the main source of water that is used for irrigation and human 

consumption. The rivers that run through the delta have also helped to create thriving cities and economies 

due to the ease of trade in the area. At the sight of economic prosperity corporations have also moved in to 

the delta (in major cities) in an attempt to jump in on the growth. BP and the Nile Delta Petroleum Company 

both are seeking ways of bringing petroleum resources to the Nile in order to meet the demands for the 

growing markets, which could consequently lead to greater pollution and degradation in the Nile delta.  

 

 

 

 



Environmental Justice 

 

Environmental justice came about in the early 1980’s; the term itself refers to a social movement that 

focuses on fair distribution of environmental benefits and burdens. This movement came about due to the 

rising injustice that was affecting the health of many communities. An environmental justice area is a census 

tract where 20 percent or more individuals live in poverty, and/or 30 percent or more of the population is 

minority. There are many factors that contribute to growing environmental injustice and with the current 

administration the list continues to grow. 

Due to increasing pollution and degradation that has been a drastic drop in land values of the 

affected areas. As a result, lower income individuals may be more likely to move into this area since it is 

more affordable. In a similar situation, companies may choose to move their factories into low income areas 

since the price of land is lower in these environmental justice areas. This creates a issue for the low income 

and minority communities that call the land home by creating more pollution from production and 

distribution of products as a result of these factories. To contribute further to the injustice, environmental 

law enforcement is not as strict in disadvantaged communities. Residents of these communities have no one 

to help protect them from the companies that are destroying the neighborhoods they live in, and due to lack 

of resources, cannot afford to move themselves or family to less polluted land. 

Locally unwanted land uses are prevalent in disadvantaged communities because of the lack of 

enforcement described in the previous paragraph. The question remains on whether lulus occur in 

disadvantaged communities or if the composition of the communities changed to result in a concentration of 

people of color. In my own opinion I believe that locally unwanted land laws changed the dynamic of the 

communities resulting in a concentration of different groups of people leaving because of all the introduced 

pollution, and others moving in because of the cheaper prices that came with the pollution. But I also 

believe that over time these wanted uses for land were targeted towards minority communities because the 

government knew that there was nothing the members of disadvantaged communities could prevent the 

destruction of their neighborhoods 

As seen in the lecture notes, a slum is a highly populated urban residential area consisting mostly of 

closely-packed, decrepit housing units in a situation of deteriorated or incomplete infrastructure, inhabited 

primarily by impoverished persons. Slums lack the basic sanitation services; often do not have clean sources 

of water, lack electricity, and many of the other basic necessities that are required for the basic life 

functions. Slums form as a result of the lack of affordable infrastructure, typically in larger cities. 

Abandoned by their own government, impoverished individuals take matters into their own hands by 

constructing their own environments from scratch with what they are able to find. 

In some cases, individuals take advantage of what is already available to them like in Caracas, 

Venezuela where the “Tower of David” stands. This tower is an abandoned skyscraper that stands 45 stories 

tall. The project came to a halt mid-way through construction and was left abandoned for many years until 

people decided to start moving in. Families began to construct walls and barriers to create makeshift 

apartments inside of the empty high-rise. As more and more people started to move in basic amenities by 

the residents themselves to create a self-sustaining community within this tower. Markets and convenience 

stores popped up throughout the building as well as barber shops, and even a rooftop gym that was available 

for all residents to use. 

It is remarkable how communities can be created from next to nothing and thrives in the absence of 

government control. Many lessons can be learned from slums around the world that would help to better 

how we think about and organize our communities today. We can learn how to re-purpose industrial 

building or areas into housing for individuals that have nowhere else to go. Also, we can recycle more 

materials than we currently do in order to reduce the carbon footprint of a neighborhood. Most importantly 

we could have a greater community contribution when it comes to making the best decisions about the 

environment they reside in, because after all no one knows the community better than those who live there. 

Instead of looking down upon slums because of their physical appearance, we should learn from and work 

with them for us to benefit as a whole. 

 

 



Fisherman Wharf Public Realm Plan 

Fisherman Wharf is one the most popular destination that is situated in the northern part of the San 

Francisco City, in California. Thousands of tourists visit here for its renowned crab/clam chowders, 

souvenir stalls, scenic views of sea lions, historic ship tours, and to simply experience its unique livelihood. 

Originally Fisherman Wharf was a commercial fishing dock until the 1970s/80s, it got revamped into a 

tourist attraction. Even to this day, this place serves as a home for many fishermen and their fleets.  

 

To live up to the past hype the city has brought forth a plan that will solidify the wharf’s future 

economic vitality, strengthen its connection to other surrounding cities, and continue to stand as one of the 

best cities in the world, Fisherman Wharf Public Realm Plan. This Plan was first introduced by Supervisor 

Aaron Peskin in 2006; it officially began in December 2007. The plan suggested five elements that were 

going to be worked on, 1) Redesign for Jefferson Street, 2) Streetscape plan for the remaining street, 3) 

Parking and Circulation Plan, 4) Open Space Plan, and 5) Urban Design Guidelines for public and private 

development. Backed up by strong local community and their commitment, the vision for Fisherman’s 

Wharf Public Realm Plan was to provide a world-class experience to not only the visitor but to its local 

residents. The planning department encouraged participation of key stakeholder groups and small businesses 

within the neighborhood in order to achieve a substantial level of support for the plan it developed with the 

community. Hence, making the decision of the plan and process participatory by the community to improve 

the area. 

One way the project meets the need of the local residents is the proposed redesign of the layout of 

Jefferson Street. Since this was community enforced plan, the planning department made sure that the needs 

of the local residents were accounted. Keeping this is mind, the westbound roadway was structured to 

occupy 37’ feet of the street space leaving only 15’ feet on either side for public walkways and cafe seating. 

The proposed design adds an additional 15’ for a north sidewalk alongside the already existing cafe and 

public seating area in order to cope with the larger flows of pedestrian traffic on Jefferson Street. In turn this 

will help reclaim the seating and cafe space that was compromised in the current layout of Jefferson Street. 

The stub of Jefferson Street also will be converted from what now is used for parking for swim and boat 

clubs into a public plaza with additional seating and better physical/visual access to the beach. New Muni 

services are also proposed in order to reduce crowding that is happening with the current lines that run 

through the district. By changing to articulated buses during the day it will help reduce the impact that the 

large number of daily visitors that come to the neighborhood. The new 11-Downtown Connector is 

proposed to travel in both directions along North Point Street from Powell Street to Van Ness Avenue, this 

will serve the residents of fisherman’s wharf and provide the residents with a way to efficiently to 

downtown. 

Out of many designs that were brought forth in the plan, the Jefferson street redesign is what we 

determined to be the most successful part of the Fisherman’s Wharf Public realm plan. The Jefferson Street 

redesign plan described in the paragraph has already been praised by San Francisco Beautiful, a group 

dedicated to creating and maintaining the beauty of the City, they honored The Fisherman’s Wharf Public 

Realm Plan with the top award for beautification in the category of “Access” at the 42nd annual award 

ceremony. The redesigned roadway serves the local pedestrians and cyclists in the area by providing them 

with safer streets all while still maintaining the charm of the area as well as continuing to bring in ample 

foot traffic for local businesses. The stub of Jefferson Street that was transformed into a public plaza 

replaced the eyesore that was a parking lot for the local swim and boat clubs. The access to these 

neighborhood clubs has not been affected by the removal of the lot. There are still ample areas of public 

street parking as well as handicap parking in order to still serve those who attend these clubs. 

 



While this plan has a lot of great benefits for the communities it serves, it has its pitfalls as well. 

With the expansion of the sidewalk space on Jefferson Street, it has taken away from what was an already 

congested road. Now just down to two lanes there is an increase in the amount of traffic in the area and a 

shortage of parking along Jefferson Street itself. This redesign leaves less space on the road for cyclists 

forcing them to be in an uncomfortable proximity with cars or ride on the sidewalk which is a space 

dedicated solely to pedestrians. The space that is defined as “the little embarcadero” will remain an 

unattractive surface parking lot instead of being used as possible development for more public space or even 

a more effective parking structure along the pier. 

If we were to redo the project we would emphasize the importance of public transportation even 

further by creating additional Muni routes to and from the Fisherman’s Wharf area to prevent overcrowding 

on the current lines. More specifically during evenings and weekends there would be a dedicated route for 

residents and tourists traveling to Pier 39 which would help ease the amount of visitors driving to this 

popular attraction. We would also invest more money in restoring and revamping the local store fronts in 

order to encourage visitors to go beyond the pier and waterway it-self and into areas of the district that may 

not be as popular. One mistake that we would like to avoid is the diversion of traffic from Jefferson Street to 

other areas of the Fisherman’s Wharf district. This diversion creates a disturbance to the more residential 

areas of the Wharf in which visitors to the neighborhood will now occupy what just residential parking was 

before. Another mistake to avoid would be the reliance on street parking. The only proposed plan to help 

with parking turnover is a switch from a flat rate charged by the existing garages to hourly rates instead. 

This proposed idea is meant to benefit short term visitors of the pier; however, it only seems to benefit the 

garages that are profiting from this high rate they can now charge by the hour as opposed to a daily basis. 

Many individuals that visit Fisherman’s Wharf are not just at the location for a limited amount of time, they 

explore the many attractions along the waterfront such as Pier 39 along with Ghirardelli Square which is 

located more centrally in the district. 

 

Fisherman’s Wharf has continued to invite numerous of tourists in San Francisco City building good 

relationship and economic boost for decades, but we have noticed the insufficient investment allocated by 

neglecting past city mayors. If one of our group members was the Mayor of the city, we would definitely 

support the Fisherman’s Wharf Public Realm Plan, in order to upgrade and improve this beautiful part of the 

city. We also saw that this city has been out of the revitalization projects since 1980’s. Now would be the 

best time to pass the given plan, if we were the Mayor of the city. The plan benefits the residents of the area 

drastically as it has plans for accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly lanes, assisting in the safety of the 

public. Lastly, we think that the idea of creating more public space as opposed to congested parking lots and 

industrial buildings that are only hindering the beautification of the city should be welcomed by any mayor 

of such major city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Environmental Organizations on International Scale 

The UN stands for United Nations, this is an intergovernmental organization established on October 

24, 1945 for the purpose to promote international cooperation and to create harmony among nations. The 

UN consists of six different organs: The General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social 

Council, the Secretariat, the International Court of Justice, and the UN Trusteeship Council. All of these 

organs work together to protect the vision of the UN which is to solve issues such as peace and security, 

climate change, sustainable development, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, humanitarian and health 

emergencies, gender equality, food production, and many more. 

 

 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is one of the leading global environmental 

authoritative advocates within the UN that serves to promote the coherent implementation of the 

environmental sector of sustainable development. Its mission is to provide leadership and encouragement 

for partners that are caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and its citizens 

to improve the quality of their lives without having to compromise with a clean and healthy future of next 

generations. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was introduced on September 25th of 2015 by the UN in 

order to replace the older Millennium Development Goals. SDGs are sets of goals that are agreed on 

adoption by countries to end poverty, protect the planet, and to ensure prosperity for all nations. There are 

17 goals in particular that are targeted to be achieved by the agreeing countries within the time frame of 15 

years. The 17 SDGs are as follows: No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Good Health and Well-Being, Quality 

Education, Gender Equality, Clean Water and Sanitation, Affordable and Clean Energy, Decent Work and 

Economic Growth, Industry-Innovation-and-Infrastructure, Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable Cities and 

Communities, Responsible Consumption and Production, Climate Action, Life below Water, Life on Land, 

Peace-Justice-and-Strong Institutions, and Partnerships of the Goal. Among these SDGs, we think that goals 

such as clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, sustainable cities and communities, 

responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, and life on land relate directly to 

the environment and they cover most of the aspects of the environmental protection. 

The 10 recommendations that the report by UNEP suggested were to: 1) Deliver more effective 

Agenda for Sustainable Development on 2030 by using the environment-health nexus as a cross-cutting 

solution thorough international, regional, national, and local cooperation, 2) Invest in environmental 

sustainability and genetic diversity that can serve as an insurance policy for current and future health and 

human well-being, 3) Address the environment health nexus on efficiency grounds, but also for distributive 

justice and to address the ethical and legal obligations of States, 4) Move from a reactive to a proactive 

policy approach, 5) Involve the public and private sectors, researchers, relevant stakeholders and citizens to 

participate in partnerships, 6) Take actions at all the level of governance in order to detoxify the 

environment and enhance the ecosystem resiliency, 7) Strengthen the evidence base through better 

measurement and monitoring frameworks, 8) Raise awareness on major environmental and health risks and 

exposure, 9) Strengthen multilevel environmental governance develop and implement integrated policies, 

and 10) Call upon Governments at all levels and development and financial partners to scale up investment 

to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. All of these points would be incredible for an economy of 

future that is linked to ecosystem resilience, a healthy environment, and human’s good health and well-

being. However, according to our earlier class material, we think the most effective and significant 

recommendation out of the 10 would be to take action at all levels of the governance. Decarbonizing the 

economy, decoupling economic activity from current levels of resource use and ecosystem degradation 

could also affect environment positively. Changing the unhealthy lifestyle of people would be the best 

recommendation in order to enhance the resiliency of our ecosystem strengthening the sustainability of 

healthy environment. 

One of the most significant topics that can be addressed at a global level would be Urbanization, 

including demographic trends and lifestyle. It is estimated that by the year 2050 more than half of the 

world’s population will live in cities. This can be dangerous because urbanization leads to dietary change, 



which can result in an increased risk of obesity and disease in those who live in city environments. Around 

39 percent of the global population is already considered to be obese or overweight and that number will 

only increase with the rapid urbanization of our world. It is important that steps are being taken in order to 

improve sustainability in these ever-crowding conditions in order to maintain a high quality of life. UNEP is 

well equipped to take on the challenge of urbanization, many issues that come with urbanization and 

development are already apart of their 17 sustainable development goals. Goal 11 of UNEP’s sustainable 

development plan is one of sustainable cities and communities. These goals aims replace unsustainable 

consumption and production with more sustainable lifestyles and livelihoods that benefit all. It is key to 

understand that a healthy and well-functioning environment is crucial for us to prosper. 

 

There is a strong correlation between the environment in which we live in, and the condition of our 

overall health. Before moving to San Francisco in 2016, I used to live in a small suburban city with a vast 

open landscape sounding it. In my time spent there I seldom became ill and was active outdoors frequently, 

enjoying the natural environment. The lifestyle of the area was that of a much slower paced and family-

oriented way of life, many children were active in community sports or activities and most of the 

community members would opt for home cooked meals. Since I have moved to San Francisco I have 

noticed some changes in my well-being. Due to more crowded (and less sanitary) conditions of the city, I 

have gotten sick more frequently and have found it harder to recover when I do. In addition, I don’t find 

myself being as active when it comes to outdoor activities, many times because of how long it might take to 

reach the destination on public transportation and also because of the lack of public park spaces due to 

urbanization. My eating habits have also changed since being in a faster paced environment. I find that I no 

longer prioritize making well balanced home cooked meals, instead I opt for the more fast and convenient 

options while I am going back and forth between school and work. Living in an urban environment has 

made me realize the importance of taking care of my health that I didn’t fully understand before, and I 

believe that it’s critical that the people who live in cities fully realize just how much where they are living 

can affect their health. 

There are many suggested green policies that can help shape our environments to be healthier 

overall. In the transportation sector, it is suggested that we eliminate high-emitting diesel vehicles in favor 

of electric alternatives. 

The health benefits for this policy include the reduction of air pollution, diseases related to pollution, 

and greater energy efficiency. In developed countries I believe that this policy would be a great help in 

reducing pollution and would overall be an easy transition. In countries that are still developing it is not as 

clear cut of a choice. These countries might lack the resources necessary to produce more energy efficient 

vehicles, and they cannot abandon using diesel vehicles since it plays such a large role in helping their 

communities to function. Another green policy that is proposed is the replacement of traditional biomass 

cook stoves and instead cooking and heating with clean-burning biomass stoves. The switch from traditional 

cooking appliances to ones that are greener would be a lower average cost to use this appliance. It would 

also assist in reducing air pollution related diseases, as well as lowing the injury risk attached to the 

collection of the fuels that are necessary for the appliance. This residential policy is set to be one of the most 

effective plans in the reduction of warming by 2050, however I think it will be one of the most difficult 

plans to complete. Not everyone will be able to afford a cleaner burning and more energy efficient stove for 

their home. Governments will most likely have to include some sort of money incentive for those to do 

choose to use a modern cook stove versus a traditional one. Even are most individuals can afford it, some 

might not want to make the switch over because of personal preferences or just a resistance in change in 

general. It is going to take a long time to get everyone on the same page of being sustainable and eco-

friendly, but with the right strategy and incentives it can be a much smoother transition. 

 



Global Environmental Sustainability 

The sustainable development goals, better known as SDG’s, are goals created by the United Nations 

in which participating countries are striving to meet by the year 2030. While there are 17 goals in total, there 

is one goal that particularly stands out. Goal 13 is focused on taking urgent action to combat climate 

changes and its impacts. Many developed nations are already beginning to tackle this challenge by creating 

more sustainable business practices and taking steps to incorporate green habits in to everyday life.  

 

Nations that are still continuing to develop however, have more obstacles to overcome in the realm 

of climate change. In countries like Ecuador or Haiti, sustainability often takes a back seat not because of a 

lack of green technology, but the cost that comes along with implementing this technology. Developing 

nations aren’t the only polluters in the world, and certainly not the largest. More developed nations such as 

the United States and China are also to blame for the decline in our world’s climate. Not only have these 

nations built large polluting factories in their own countries, but they have also built set up shop in other 

nations that have laxer environmental policies and exploited them all for the sake of saving money. In order 

to achieve sustainability on a global there needs to be global policies sent in to place to make sure that all 

nations have a set standard on what it means to be green. There also needs to be programs set in place that 

will help provide green technology to those who either don’t have access to it, or who cannot afford it. It is 

important to make sure that everyone is on a level playing field, so we can work together in unison to fight 

climate change. 

 

In order to create action to work towards eliminating climate change and its impacts, two policies 

could prove to be effective. The first being taxation. Implementation of a tax on items that are deemed to be 

harmful to the environment would not only help to raise money that can be put back into green research and 

technologies, but it would also act as a deterrent for individuals buying these harmful products in the first 

place and instead opting for a greener and more affordable alternative.  

 

 

A second policy of investment in technologies and education would also help in overcoming the 

current obstacles faced when it comes to climate change. By educating future generations about 

environmental impacts and the steps necessary to live a greener life we can create a future that is always 

thinking ahead and striving to reduce the impact that humans have on earth. By investing in technologies 

that can assist us in doing so, we can make sustainability more affordable and accessible to everyone 

benefiting our world as a hole.  

It is my firm belief that corporations need to take initiative in creating a healthier world. For too long 

they have been able to conduct business with little to no repercussions. It is time that we put an end to 

corporate lobbying that has allowed for our resources to deplete so rapidly and empathize the importance of 

the bigger picture. We only have one Earth so we need to make sure that everyone has an equal opportunity 

to enjoy the environment without any discrimination or bias under any circumstance.        

     

 

 


